
April 3, 2014 

 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Oxford Board of Port Wardens was called to order by the chairman, 

Thomas Campbell, on Thursday, April 3, 2014 at 7:00 p.m., in the Oxford Community Services Building. 

 

Other members in attendance were Nancy Cook and Larry Murray. 

 

The minutes of the meeting of March 6, 2014 were approved and accepted as distributed. 

 

The following application was reviewed by the board: 

 

#14-02 Brewer Oxford Boat Yard, 402 E. Strand, extend five (5) finger piers along “I” dock a distance of 

14’4”; re-drive channelward mooring piling in place; all within the existing marina footprint.  Chris 

Moore, Environmental Planner for Weems Brothers, Inc. was present to explain the application.  Mr. 

Moore went over his drawing with the board and noted that the federal/state applications have been 

applied for but that approval was still pending.  None of the board members had any questions 

regarding the application.  Mr. Murray made a motion to issue a permit based on Brewer Oxford 

Boatyard receiving the federal/state licenses to do the work.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Cook 

and unanimously carried with all in favor.  Mr. Murray questioned Mr. Moore about the current work 

that was going on over at the boatyard for which there was no permit request submitted.  Graham 

Norbury, general manager of Brewer Oxford Boat Yard, who was in the audience, stepped forward and 

explained to the board there was a series of one for one piling replacements taking place as many of the 

existing pilings were rotted.  Those being pulled were being replaced by new ones in the same location.  

Mr. Murray informed Mr. Norbury that in the future the board would like to know in advance of any 

maintenance work being planned.  Mr. Campbell stated that it was essentially the practice to come to 

the town office and talk to the Clerk or Assistant Clerk there and give them notice of any maintenance 

and repair work planned so that they could inform the Board of Port Wardens, if necessary, and provide 

a courtesy letter explaining the situation so that if any neighbors come in questioning the work there 

would be something in the records to refer to.  Mr. Norbury offered his apologies and ignorance of the 

fact.  Mr. Campbell asked that a letter explaining what was already taking place be sent to the town 

office so that it would be on file.   

 

A question was raised about certain mooring applications that had been received in the town office.  

Ms. Cook noted that she had spoken with the Assistant Clerk about the applications and was told that 

the clerk would talk to diver Ann Smith about when she would be starting her diver service again.  Ms. 

Cook suggested to the board members that all the information, including Ms. Smith’s report, is on the 

applications before they take a look at them.  The board members agreed to try to set up a review of the 

applications for the next meeting. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m. 

 

The meeting soon opened again due to the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Alan Thorndike, neighboring property 

owners to the Oxford Boatyard, who thought the meeting began at 7:30 p.m. due to a posting error.    

Mr. Thorndike expressed his concerns that the finger piers at the boatyard were going to come out 

further and that he would not be able to navigate his boat in and out of his slip.  Mr. Campbell reassured 

Mr. Thorndike that that slips were not changing and that the extension of the finger piers were basically 

just to lengthen them making it easier to get on and off larger vessels.  The extension would not affect 



the fairway at all.  Mr. Thorndike then asked about the piling driving at the boatyard and how it would 

affect him and his wife.  Mr. Campbell responded that they were far enough away from the boatyard 

that it shouldn’t affect them at all.  Mr. Murray pointed out that pilings had already been driven to 

which Mr. Thorndike responded he hadn’t even been aware of any noise at this point.  Mr. Campbell 

added that pilings driven on land were always louder because they were being driven into hard land 

whereas pilings being driven into the water were being driven into softer conditions thus creating less 

noise. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was again closed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa Willoughby 

Assistant Clerk 


