
COMMISSIONERS OF OXFORD 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

April 14, 2015 
 
The Commissioners Meeting was held in the meeting room of the Community Services Building on April 
14, 2015.  Commissioner President Carole Abruzzese called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT 
Attending the meeting were Commission President Carole Abruzzese, Commissioner Gordon Graves, 
Commissioner Gordon Fronk, Town Clerk Cheryl Lewis, Chief Patrick Maxwell, Public Works 
Superintendent Scott Delude, and Town Attorney Brynja Booth.   
 
The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Commissioner Graves made a motion to approve the minutes of March 24, 2015, the motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Fronk, all were in favor, and motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS 
Superintendent Delude presented the maintenance report consisting of the following: 

 The new generator at Bachelor’s Point lift station has been installed. It has an automatic switch 
that will come on when the power goes out thus eliminating the need of having to wait for a 
person to take care of it manually.  The cost of the generator was $25,000. 

 The Public Works Department has installed three (3) new dog park fountains which are up and 
working.  The dog park is being used on a regular basis even though it is not quite completed 
yet. Plantings and a hard surface path will be installed as soon as weather permits, along with 
new signage. 

 The flushing of the town fire hydrants has been completed for the year with only a couple of 
complaints for standing water. One broken hydrant was discovered and rebuilt by the public 
works so that it is now back in service. 

 The Public Works has painted, cleaned, mulched, and rebuilt everything in Town Park for Oxford 
Day.  Mowing of all town property will be done just before the event. 

 The Public Works outhouse winter project has been set out at the baseball field.  It was 
constructed to be more in line with the county park design and more accessible for all. 

 The 2015 grease trap inspections in town have been completed.  Delude was pleased to 
announce that all the town’s commercial establishments that sell food are in compliance. 

 Delude publically thanked the Oxford Fire Department for helping out with replacement of the 
flagpole rope down at the ferry dock.     

 
 
POLICE REPORT 
Chief Maxwell presented the Police Report, which consisted of the following: 

 40 – police information service 

 1 – dog bite (reported a day later) 

 1 – assist other police agencies 
 



Chief Maxwell reported that his department was getting ready and Oxford Day and reminded residents 
to call if they see any suspicious activity or scams, as well as never revealing any personal information 
over the phone.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Commissioner Fronk reported that there would be a meeting on April 20th, with he and other members 
of the committee, including Ian Scott, to discuss the progress regarding the proposal of sistering or 
twinning with the Port of Wells, to eventually include student sailor exchanges.  
President Abruzzese commented that the Star Democrat recently printed an article, in which they 
incorrectly reported, that the Town of Oxford was building a ‘bigger’ WWTP, when in fact it should have 
said the town would be upgrading its current facility for enhanced nutrient removal, or in other words a 
‘better’ facility. Lewis stated she would email the paper the correction, as they were not present at the 
meeting.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Attorney Booth presented the Commissioners with updated versions of the previously discussed 
ordinances regarding dumpsters and other construction incidentals. The first, Ordinance 1503, “AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF OXFORD TO AMEND SECTION 10 OF THE OXFORD ZONING ORDINANCE 
TO ADDRESS THE LOCATION, PLACEMENT AND/OR STORAGE OF ON-SITE CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS, 
EQUIPMENT AND DEBRIS; AND TO ESTABLISH THE HOURS DURING WHICH WORK CAN OCCUR 
PURSUANT TO A BUILDING PERMIT,” had been revised to include location of portable toilets during 
construction and to set the weekend construction hours from 11 am to 7 pm. Attorney Booth noted that 
if the ordinance was introduced at this night’s meeting, a public hearing could be set up for a month 
from now. In the meantime, Administrator Lewis could get any comments from the Planning 
Commission because this would involve an amendment to the zoning ordinance. 
The second ordinance, Ordinance 1504,  “AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN TO AMEND SECTION 19 OF THE 
OXFORD ZONING ORDINANCE TO ADD DEFINITIONS FOR “LARGE REFUSE CONTAINERS” AND “PORTABLE 
STORAGE CONTAINERS” AND TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE BY ADDING SECTION 8.04 TO 
REGULATE THE PLACEMENT OF LARGE REFUSE AND STORAGE CONTAINERS ON ANY PRIVATE PROPERTY 
OR ANY PUBLIC STREET, ROADWAY OR ALLEY WITHIN THE TOWN,” had also been revised to include 
placement of portable toilets. The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the temporary placement of 
large dumpsters, storage pods, and portable toilets on private property or in the street, if no other 
location is available.   
Commissioner Fronk moved that Ordinance 1503, as read and described, be introduced; the motion was 
seconded by President Abruzzese and unanimously carried with all in favor.   
Commissioner Fronk moved that Ordinance 1504 as read and described be introduced, the motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Graves and unanimously carried with all in favor.  
A public hearing was scheduled for both ordinances to be held at the regular Commissioners meeting on 
May 12th at 6 pm. The ordinances will also be forwarded to the Planning Commission for review at their 
May 5th meeting. 
 
LETTERS 
President Abruzzese announced that a letter had been received from Skipper Marquess seeking 
permission for the annual Cardboard Boat Race, to be held on Saturday, June 27, at the end The Strand 
beginning at 8 a.m.   The Commissioners were all in agreement along with Police Chief Maxwell. 
A second letter was received from Suzanne Skelly, from the Oxford Cooperative Lab, inviting the 
Commissioners to the lab’s open house on Oxford Day.  In her letter, Ms. Skelly asked if the town would 
send out letters to our senators and delegates at the federal level inviting them to the event.  



Administrator Lewis stated she would check with the Oxford Day Committee to see which individuals 
that had already invited and will follow up with any necessary additional letters.  
 
ATTORNEY 
Attorney Booth reminded the Commissioners of previous discussions concerning reaching out to the 
Maryland Department of the Environment to establish a Consent Agreement regarding discharge 
regulations for the wastewater treatment plant, especially during construction. A negotiated agreement 
would loosen the discharge requirements along with establishing set fines, generally at a reduced rate, 
in the event the plant was to operate outside of its normal permit parameters due to construction or 
reduced treatment capabilities during construction. Commissioner Fronk made a motion to move 
forward with negotiations with MDE, Commissioner Graves seconded the motion, all were in favor, and 
the motion carried.  
 
CLERK COMMENTS 
Administrator Lewis reported that she had started work on the town’s FY 2016 budget and had 
discovered that the town would be receiving nearly half of the anticipated local income tax revenue, 
which had been based on the previous year’s revenues of $160,000. Lewis contacted the State’s finance 
office and after research, they have determined that a reduction in higher income tax payers appears to 
be the greatest contributor to the loss, with only $78,000 projected for this year. Lewis added that taxes 
from Oxford residents are paid out based on how individual filers answer a question on their state tax 
return, where it asked for “your taxing district.” She will be submitting an address list to the State to 
confirm in town residents. Commissioner Fronk suggested that something be written in the town’s 
winter newsletter, prior to tax season, to make residents aware of the situation.   
 
In discussing the upcoming budget, Lewis proposed to the Commissioners that they adopt the State 
determined constant yield tax rate, which will already include the stormwater increment that the 
Commissioners had adopted in the past year. The proposed rate will go from .2783 to .2952, which 
compensates for the reduced values on home. Lewis asked to set up a workshop with the 
Commissioners to go over the drafted budget amendments for FY 2015 and the newly drafted budget 
for FY 2016 prior to the next Commissioners meeting. It was agreed by all to meet the morning of Aril 
23rd, at 9 a.m. A public hearing will be set for May 12th with the anticipated introduction of the both the 
amended current year budget and the proposed FY 2016 budget and tax rate to take place at the next 
Commissioners meeting on April 28th. Once introduced, the Commissioners may still make changes if 
they wish up until the day that they vote to approve it, although Lewis recommended that they not 
change the tax rate once introduced.   
 
President Abruzzese inquired on status of the Stormwater Shoreline project. Lewis explained that the 
inventory work was 95% complete and she had a phone call scheduled with the engineer regarding 
finalization. Lewis added a grant had been submitted for the second phase of engineering requesting 
assistance of $50,000 for the creation of a Stormwater / Shoreline improvement master plan with 
prioritized projects, with an anticipated award announcement in the fall. In the interim, she is going to 
discuss engineering of a single area project, which could be started with the remaining funds in this 
year’s budget. Out of $100,000 set aside for the engineering this year, just over $22,000 was used for 
the inventory, leaving $3000 to start engineering a project and shifting the remaining $75,000 to the FY 
2016 SMSP fund. Additionally Lewis is working on a $500,000 grant request for stormwater retention 
ponds. A representative of the MDE granting department visited the town and has been supportive of 
the application. Additionally they have identified another grant opportunity that could possibility assist 



with engineering funds for the future SHA Causeway elevation/Causeway Park Stormwater Mgmt 
solution that has been discussed in the past.  
 
Lewis said she was anticipating a public hearing to be held by Talbot County in late May or early June at 
the firehouse for local residents, along with property owners outside of town limits to review the latest 
revisions to the FEMA flood maps.   
 
Lewis reported that she had several people interested in Historic Commercial District workshops she had 
proposed in the recent newsletter and would be establishing some dates in the future. She will keep the 
Commissioners informed.  
 
There being no further comments or business, the meeting adjourned at 7 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Cheryl Lewis 
 

 


