
OXFORD HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

 

JULY 6, 2015 

 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Oxford Historic District  was called to order by the chairman, 

Thomas Costigan, on Monday, July 6, 2015, at 5:00 p.m., in the meeting room of the Oxford Community 

Services Building.   

 

Other Commission members in attendance were Suzanne Litty, James Deerin, and Jennifer Stanley. 

 

The minutes of the meeting of June 8, 2015 were approved and accepted as distributed. 

 

The following building permits were reviewed by the commission: 

 

1. Permit #15-32, 1880 Bank, 104 Factory Street, replace faces on existing non-illuminated ground 

sign; remove existing building letters and cover holes with solid panel. A representative from 

Phillips Signs, Inc. was present to discuss the application.  It was explained that 1880 Bank was 

taking over Easton/Oxford Bank and Trust and was looking to change the existing signs that 

were on the property.  The standing sign would remain the same and photos were presented as 

to what the design change would involve.  The existing building letters on the bank would be 

removed and replaced with a solid panel.  The signs would only have the name of the bank on 

them; no other information would be listed on them.  Ms. Litty made a motion to approve the 

application as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Deerin and unanimously carried 

with all in favor. 

 

2. Permit #15-27, Jennifer Stanley, 221 South Street, accessory shed to use as a nautical equipment 

shelter.  Mrs. Stanley’s builder, John Labat, and designer, Dennis Buttner, were present to 

discuss the application.  It was explained to the commission that the accessory building would 

be used to house the kayaks used by the children at OK Kids Camp.  The building would have 

three closed sides with one side open which would be facing south.  It would be bluestone in 

color to match Mrs. Stanley’s house with brown shingles which would match the shingles on 

Mrs. Stanley’s garage.  It would have 3 levels, with each level being 4’ in height.  It was noted 

that the building would not be seen from the street but would be visible from the water.  A 

motion was made by Ms. Litty to accept the application as presented.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Costigan and unanimously carried with all in favor. 

 

3. Permit #15-33, Carol Safir, 311 S. Morris Street, expand pea gravel drive 8’ x 40’; add 4’ picket 

fence with 8’-10’ fot, 30’ wide; add parking curbs and install 4’ wood picket fence 75’ from 

street.  No one was present to explain the application.  The application was an attempt to create 

some parking on the adjacent lot next to another parcel owned by Mrs. Safir at 313 S. Morris 

Street.  Mr. Costigan stated he had looked at the application and was still confused as to what 

the owner was wanting to do.  A larger circular driveway is located in the front of 313 S. Morris 

Street.  It appeared to Mr. Costigan that the owner wanted to run a fence through the circular 

driveway.  The members present all agreed that the application did not make sense to them.  It 

was suggested by Mr. Deerin that the commission table the application until the commission 



members have all had a chance to make a site visit.  It was agreed by all to table the application 

pending the site visit. 

 

4. Permit #15-25, Gugy Irving, 102 Truax, replace roof on house and garage; asphalt now 

requesting standing seam off white in color.  No one was present to discuss the application.  The 

majority of the commission members present had concerns about the color choice.  It was 

agreed by all to table the application until a sample could be provided showing exactly what the 

applicant wanted. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 

A consultation was held with Peter Garahan, property owner at 304 E. Strand, who wanted to discuss 

with the commission the possibility of adding a deck roof and outside staircase to his home.  He 

explained the roof itself would not change other than having a portion of it surrounded by railing.  The 

railing would be the same height as that found on his neighbor’s home at 306 E. Strand.  The 

commission members did not see a problem with the request and only asked that when Mr. Garahan 

was ready to obtain a permit that he provide detailed drawings and specifications with his application. 

 

A second consultation was held with Bernie Witter and his son, Scott, who is contemplating purchasing 

the house at 510 E. Strand.  The elder Witter stated he had viewed the town files as they pertained to 

this property and handed out to the members copies with information on what he found.  He explained 

that the property owner was frustrated in his dealings with the town and that his intention is to let the 

house deteriorate on its own.  Scott Witter stated he had been renting the house for several summers 

and would like to purchase the home.  However, he would like to demolish what it there and build a 

new two story home on the same footprint.  Before spending money on architects, he wanted to know 

for sure that the HDC would be receptive to his request and asked what his next steps should be.  Tom 

Costigan, the HDC chair, stated that the commission members had visited the property and found little 

of historic value. Mr. Deering agreed with that assessment, but suggested that the Witters do more 

research regarding the property's age and historic value. Suzanne Litty mentioned that the home was 

most likely listed as a contributing structure. Mr. David Baker, an audience member, commented about 

the history of previous owner’s attempts at getting a permit. 

 

This concluded the review of permits and consultation. 

 

Mr. Costigan stated that the members needed to think about electing a new chairman at the next 

regularly scheduled meeting in August when all the committee members should be present. 

 

Mr. Deerin discussed a training session he had recently attended.  Of interest was a discussion on 

demolition by neglect.  Mr. Deerin pointed out that the town’s HDC guidelines do not mention anything 

about demoltion by neglect.  The members were interested in having something added to their 

guidelines addressing this matter.  Administrator Lewis suggested having a workshop with the town 

attorney, Brynja Booth, who has worked with other towns that have something of this nature in their 

own town codes.  She added that she would see if Attorney Booth would be available to meet with the 

HDC at 6:30 p.m., August 3, following the commission’s regularly scheduled meeting. 

 

Administrator Lewis asked the commission to think about possible areas to place a Maryland Historic 

National Historic District plaque.  Thoughts included placing one on the Oxford Community Services 

Building or incorporating one into the Oxford Museum sidewalk. 



 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Lisa Willoughby 

Assistant Clerk 

 


