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Purpose: 
 

 

Encourage and guide 

coordinated public and 

private actions and 

investment in the 

commercial district  

 

and  

 

thereby promote the Town’s 

economic vitality and 

historic preservation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Mews on the right, Tred Avon Yacht Brokerage on left. 



The Oxford Saving 

Bank at the corner of 

S. Morris and High 

Streets, today where 

the yellow Fowler 

Building is.  



The Storey 

House, today the 

location of 

Americana 

Antiques. Note 

the “retail 

frontage of the 

building to the 

right” which is 

today the yellow 

Fowler Building.  



From left to right: The scene in c. 1930 outside of Mathews Pharmacy, 

Stevens Barbershop and Parson Store which today is the location for the 

town offices.  



 

 

Central Questions: 
 

• How can the Oxford cultural context 

be safeguarded while bringing about 

economic activity? 

 

• How should the fabric of historic 

Oxford be preserved and restored? 

 

• How can the identity and character of 

Oxford be sustained and enhanced 

over time? 

 

 

 

 



Demographic Findings 
 

• Population is 621. It would be closer to 1,100 if all housing units in Town 

were occupied year-round.  

 Which means the town has a small local base to draw on to support 

 local retailing and the expansion of such businesses. 

 

• Population decreased by 30 between 2010 and 2015 or by 4.6% AND by 150 

between 2000 and 2015, or 19.4%. By contrast, Talbot County is growing.  

 Which means that the local customer base is getting smaller while 

 the potential to reach visitors from Easton area is growing. 

 

• On average, Town residents are relatively wealthy, well educated and older 

than other towns in Maryland. 

 Which means town residents have a greater propensity to support 

 certain types of retailing. 

 

 

 



 

Market Area Findings 
 

• The Oxford Neck has a combined annual income of $50.4 million. 

 Which translates into local expenditure potential. 

 

• There is an aggregate demand of $8.7 million per year for specialty retail 

and food items. 

 Which means more spending could be captured locally than happens 

 now.  

 

• Nearby Easton area has a retail expenditure potential of $111 million. 

 Which means there is retail demand outside of Oxford to attract; 

 Oxford won’t get much of it, but it doesn’t need a lot. 

 

• In 2014, visitation in Talbot County totaled 483,400 and $354 per person 

per day. 

 Which means there is income to be gained by serving tourists locally. 

 



Market Support 
 

There is market support for 

development in the commercial 

district.  

 

 

• Food away from home, cafe 

• Specialty food and 

beverages 

 

 

 

 

 



Main Issues to be Addressed Over Next 5 years 
 

 

1. The decline of the Mews 

Because it is an ongoing blighted property in the most visible part of Town. 

 

2. Commercial vacancy in the district 

Because it impairs the prospects of nearby businesses. 

 

3. Lack of cultural offerings in the district. 

Because “downtown” business and culture go hand in hand. 

And cultural offerings will attract more people to the commercial district. 

 



Main Issues to be Addressed Over Next 10 years 
 

1. Local population loss 

 

Because a dwindling population makes it harder for year round businesses. 

 

2. Town’s setting for tourism and maritime related tourism 

 

Because tourism is an important part of the economy: for example, it 

supports the tax base and allows for restaurants that residents can enjoy. 

 

3. Economic integration with Easton 

 

Because Easton is growing in population and wealth, adding more potential 

visitors and customers. 



Goals 

 
Full and year-round occupancy of the commercial space on Morris Street 

 

Cultural offerings in the district for residents, tourists, and visitors 

 

Increased tourist visitation to Oxford 

 

Extend the tourism experience into the commercial district 

 

 

 

 





Modify parking lane/sidewalk to create 

outdoor seating and improve retail 

visibility to Morris Street 
Add crosswalk connecting Mews 

and Park. There’s room for a 

bikeway 

Continue brick sidewalk past 

Museum to corner 

Change to a ‘retail” frontage 

at Fowler Bld. 



 

Recommendations for Programming: 
 

• Blend business and culture together AND serve 3 

markets (residents, tourists, and area visitors), and 

create “life on the street” 

 

• Program special events in the district throughout the 

year 

 

• Create an Oxford Bike Share stationed near the Mews.  

 

• Enhance the town park to attract activity to the 

district 

 

• Restore the Mews for ground floor active commercial 

and apartments upstairs through a public – private 

partnership. 

 

 

 



 

Recommendations for the 

Mews: 
 

 

• Target destination and 

community gathering uses for 

ground floor 

 

• Retain retail frontage but 

considered innovations that 

open up the building to the 

sidewalk. 

• Connect the Mews to the 

Oxford Museum 

 

Retain three “storefronts” . All destination uses. Shown here: art gallery/studio, café, specialty 

foods/beverages. 



Other Recommendations 
 

• Resolve regulatory obstacles to occupancy of 

the Fowler Building 

 

• Connect the Mews with the Oxford Museum. 

The following would be complimentary: café, 

gift shop, visitor information, bike and kayak 

rental. 

 

• Coordination among retailers and Town to do 

joint marketing 

 

• Coordination on special events, decorations, 

and lighting at holidays. 

 

• Retain expert merchandizing to advise and 

assist retailers to create great shopping 

experience for residents, visitors, and tourists 

in the district. 

 



Central Questions: 
 

• How can the Oxford cultural context be safeguarded while bringing about 

economic activity? 

 By focusing improvements and attention on the historic shopping core 

 along Morris Street.  

 

• How should the fabric of historic Oxford be preserved and restored? 

 

 By restoring the premier  building on Morris Street (Mews) and 

 retaining its architectural qualities. Planning with a light-touch; 

 allowing innovation and change but modestly.  

 

• How can the identity and character of Oxford be sustained and enhanced over 

time? 

 By supporting and encouraging commercial and community gathering 

 uses along this section of S. Morris Street consistent with long 

 established pattern of use. 

 



Questions and Answers  

 

 

 




