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From the Commissioners of Oxford:
As we start a new year, here is a recap of 2016 accomplishments…
After a successful award of $300,000 from the
MD DHCD towards the acquisition of the
MEWS Building, the Town purchased the dilapidated property and with both the efforts of the
Public Works Dept and grant funding from the
new Oxford Façade Program, the front of the building was given a facelift, brightening the
center of town. The Town also completed their Strategic Development Plan for the Oxford
Historic Commercial District with funding from the MD Dept. of Commerce. December
brought news from the State that they would assist in the redevelopment of the MEWS
Building with an additional $75,000 in grant funding for design. The Commissioners will
start 2017 off with presentations from four professional firms interested in the doing the
work.
With an award of $50,000 from the MD DHCD the town began their first Facade Program, providing
improvements to four historic commercial buildings in 2016. The program will gain an additional
$50,000 in 2017 and will expand to include Interior Improvements. Oxford business owners who are
interested should contact the Town Administrator for more info.
Continued efforts in assisting the business community include the award of a grant from the Maryland
CoastSmart Program for the development of a Working Waterfront Strategic Plan looking at the future
of our Waterfront businesses and uses. Public workshops and coordination with waterfront businesses
will be scheduled this spring to assist in the development of this plan.
The much awaited ‘new’ Boat Ramp at Tilghman Street has been completed through funding from the MD DNR Waterway
Improvement Program!! The remaining work to be completed in by late spring includes the conversion of the old ramp into a
public viewing/sitting area, repaving and painting of the parking lot and placement of a refurbished
Counting House to provide some history at this location.
The Town continues to make progress on its Stormwater Management and Shoreline Protection initiative,
having completed the Stormwater and Shoreline Infrastructure Inventory through the town’s SMSP fund
and the Stormwater Management and Shoreline Protection Master Plan with funding from the MD
CoastSmart Program. In conjunction with this work, the town completed the design of the Causeway
Stormwater Retention Improvements in support of stormwater management from the Pier Street to the Causeway Park area.
This engineering will allow the town to apply for implementation funds from the Chesapeake & Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust
Fund for future construction.
The Community Building (Town Office, Police Dept and Mtg Room), with matching funds from the MD Energy Administration’s Smart Energy Communities, completed the upgrade to more efficient HVAC equipment.
Construction Bids for the Upgrade of the Wastewater Treatment Plant to an ENR (Enhanced Nutrient Removal) Treatment
Facility were received at the end of 2016, with an anticipated award in the next 60 days and construction to start in the
Spring. Grant funding from both the USDA and the MD Bay Restoration Fund will provide a significant portion of the construction cost of this necessary upgrade greatly reducing the financial impact to the citizens of Oxford.
The Town was successful in acquiring grant funding from the MD DNR Community Parks and Playground Program for the
refurbishing of the Tennis Court playing surface in the spring of 2017. With the new interest in Pickle Ball, the Town is also
looking at adding striping to the Basketball Courts to create a multiuse facility, retaining a full basketball court with two Pickle
Ball courts as an overlay.
Lastly the Oxford community has watched the Talbot County development of the Oxford Conservation Park along the town’s eastern boundary. This area will not only provide a scenic gateway, it will also expand
the town’s recreational walkability.
So make a New Year’s resolution to walk more in 2017!
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OXFORD COMMUNITY CENTER
What’s happening
Jan 11 at 5:30 pm - Learn “How Aging Has Changed” with Gil Anderson. The Aging is a
challenging process with at least two components. Part I incudes the usual elements of
humor. Part II reminds us that aging is serious. Over the past 100 years the whole process of
the aging has changed to our benefit. Join Dr. Gil Anderson as he walks us through the new
aging experience and helps us to appreciate the process and maybe even enjoy it.
Jan 19 at 5:30 pm - come out for a book talk on “The Preservation of Charleston” with Boots Michalak. “The Preservation of
Charleston,” is a beautiful new book produced by Michalak, with stunning photographs by Jane Iseley and text by historians
Harlan Greene and William Baldwin. The book contains spectacular interior photographs of some of Charleston, South Carolina’s
most historic and architecturally important homes, thanks to their unique position of being the sites of “interior easements”, which
are explained in the book. Restoration expert Richard Marks attests the photographs provide "a great illustration of the depth and
amount of authentic building stock that makes up Charleston and shows these houses in a new light."
Jan 25 at noon - Maryland DNR Shellfish Div Dir Christopher Judy will discuss “Restoring Oysters” in the Bay. Judy will discuss the
biology and management of oysters. Topics will vary from the oyster's love life to protected sanctuaries, to harvest areas, and
community efforts to enhance oysters by growing them in cages. One of those efforts is “Marylanders Grow Oysters,” where over
1,500 waterfront property owners are growing millions of young oysters in cages suspended from private piers.
Jan 27 at 7:30pm - guitar virtuoso Flavio Sala takes the stage for a solo show. The concert is open
to the public and tickets are $15, pre-registration is suggested. Sala is a renowned musician
who has played with orchestras in Europe, Russia, and South America. The concert will
include classical music, music from Venezuela and some popular music. For more
information or to watch videos of him playing, go to http://www.flaviosala.com/english.
Steady & Strong Exercise Class ~ Every Tues and Thurs, 10:30 am, $8 per class
Unless other wise noted, OCC programs are free and open to the public. Movie Nights and
Concerts are sponsored in part by a grant from the Talbot County Arts Council with funds from
the MD State Arts Council. To make reservations, purchase tickets, or for more information,

"Harriet Tubman - The Chosen One"
Sunday, January 29 at 3 pm
The Church of the Holy Trinity
502 S. Morris St. Oxford, MD 410-226-5134
"Harriet Tubman - The Chosen One" is a dynamic one-woman
show that takes its audience on one of the many journeys Ms.
Tubman took on the Underground Railroad. The show
celebrates the life of this great American who made her way
to freedom, and then risked her freedom to free others. Watch
actress Gwendolyn Briley-Strand, change into more than a
dozen characters, right before your eyes. See for yourself the
people who helped her along the path to freedom... and the
ones who tried to stop her in her tracks. Listen as she sings
spiritual after spiritual showing how the enslaved used this
"secret language" to communicate with one another. Join Ms.
Briley-Strand as she transports you into a time you've only
read about.
This event will also feature by a
presentation by Angela Crenshaw,
Park Ranger on The Harriet
Tubman Underground Railroad
State Park. Please join us for a
fascinating afternoon celebrating
the life and legacy of local heroine,
Harriet Tubman.
This event is hosted by the Oxford
Churches: The Church of the Holy
Trinity, Oxford United Methodist
Church and Waters United
Methodist Church.
A free will offering for the play will be
accepted at the door

The Tred Avon Players will launch their 2017
season with “The Cemetery club,” directed by John
Norton, opening Feb. 16 and running through Feb. 26 at the
Oxford Community Center.
The play, written by Ivan
Menchell, is a poignant
comedy-drama about three
Queens, N.Y. widows who
gather once a month to visit
their husbands’ graves and
talk about life and love. Ida is
sweet- tempered and ready to
begin a new life; Lucille is the
feisty embodiment of the girl
who just wants to have fun,
and Doris is afraid of change
and tied to the past. Their convivial relationship, however, is
disrupted when Sam, a widower, and the lively Mildred, enter
the scene.
Performances of “The Cemetery Club” are Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays, Feb. 16 to 25, at 7:30 p.m., and Sundays, Feb.
19 and 26 at 2 p.m. at the Oxford Community Center.
Thursday, Feb. 16, is “Thrifty Thursday,” featuring two-for-one
tickets. Tickets are $20 for adults, $5 for students with ID. For
tickets, visit www.tredavonplayers.org or call 410-226-0061.
The Tred Avon Players are funded in part by a grant from the
Talbot County Arts Council, with revenues provided by the
Maryland State Arts Council.

Port of Oxford ~ Oxford Business Association News:
Picket Fences are Coming Back!!! The OBA is proud to announce the 9th
Annual Picket Fence Auction on October 7 from 4-6 pm at the OCC! We will once
again showcase 10 large fences painted by local artists that are sure to be sought
after by town residents and visitors alike! This event generates a great turn out
for the community, and charities benefit with a portion of the proceeds from the
fence sale. Be sure to look for them in the spring!
New OBA Member! We are please to announce that Curtis Satchell, of “Miss Julie
Charters’ will be joining the OBA as our newest member! Look for more
information on his watercraft recreational services in the spring!
Oxford Polar Dip! If you have been following us on Facebook or checking our
website (portofoxford.com), then you probably already know Oxford is having the
Second Annual Polar Dip on Feb 12, 2017, sponsored by the Tred Avon Yacht
Club! This is the perfect opportunity to get involved and help children with lifethreatening illnesses and their families from the local community. Help us reach
our goal of raising $15,000, which is enough to send six (6) children with lifethreatening illnesses and their families to Camp Sunshine in Casco, Maine in 2017! It's going to be all about
"Cold Toes and Warm Hearts" as dippers from around the state gather together and brave the icy waters to raise
funds and awareness for Camp Sunshine! As the only facility in the United States that offers respite services to
every member of the family - not just the ill child - Camp Sunshine continues to receive referrals from over 100
of the nation's top treatment centers. Even with multiple sessions being added annually at Camp Sunshine,
there are still many more children being newly diagnosed each year. All proceeds raised at the Oxford Maryland
Polar Dip will go directly to support Camp Sunshine’s programming. Camp Sunshine has earned Charity
Navigator’s highest non-profit rating for sound fiscal management and is
accredited by the American Camp Association.
What: The Freezin’ for a Reason Camp Sunshine Oxford Maryland Polar
Dip
When: Sunday, February 12th, 2017, noon!
Registration for Dippers: 11 am, Plunge Starts: Noon
Where: Tred Avon Yacht Club, Oxford, MD 21654
Visit our website at portofoxford.com and check out all the calendar
events or log in to our Facebook page: Oxford Maryland Events – Updates
are posted daily! You won’t want to miss out on the activities happening in
and around Oxford - Cooking classes at the Robert Morris Inn; Trivia Nights
at Latitude 38, and Music in the RMI Salter’s Tavern and recurring events at the OCC!

The Oxford Garden Club has again
represented Talbot County in displaying
a Christmas Tree at the State House in
Annapolis. The tree is a representation of
a Crab Pot filled with crabs, with
pictures of activities and historic events
and places in Talbot County displayed
on the outside.
Pictured from left to right is First Lady
Yumi Hogan, Dorothy Williams, Luann
Madary, Sandy Wrightson, Gov Hogan,
Phyllis Gaiti and Susie Dial.
Photo Courtesy of Executive Office of the
Governor
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From
the Clerk,

PO BOX 339
101 MARKET STREET
OXFORD, MD 21654

Town Office Hours: Mon - Fri
9 AM to NOON / 1 PM to 4 PM
Please check the online Town calendar
for Holidays and closures.

You can reach us during regular operating hours at
410-226-5122 / Fax: 410-226-5597 or email us anytime:
Cheryl Lewis oxfordclerk@goeaston.net
Lisa Willoughby townoffice@goeaston.net
Did you know:
Notary Services are available at the Town Office.
The Town Administrator is a Certified Floodplain Manager and can assist you with Floodplain information,
along with advice/recommendations for your property.
The Town of Oxford, as a function of its Critical Area
Program, has a minimum one for one Tree replacement
requirement and all Tree removal within the Town requires a permit be requested from the Town Office.
Removal of any growth within 100 feet of the shoreline
also requires a permit, there is no application fee.

Oxford Fire Company & Auxiliary
Firehouse Breakfast:
January 8, February 12,
March 12, 2017
There will be a Rummage
Sale on February 25th, 9:00 - Noon. Donations
accepted
February 24th, 9:00 - 4:00. For pick-up of large
items, please call 410-226-0030.
There will be a Card Party on Friday March 17th,
including lunch. Contact 410-226-1129 for more
information or reservations.
New Auxiliary Officers: President Judy Shuler, VicePresident Edie Beglin, Secretary Karen Livingston and
Treasurer Margaret Munsch

Please be aware of the recent increase in phone and internet SCAMS
that utilize common business practices to gather your personal information for exploitation! This includes calls purportedly from government offices, utility companies and local banks. Do not provide
ANY personal or financial information to any solicitation by
phone or email. If you are unsure of the validity of a request,
contact the office or business directly. Please
report any suspicious communications to the
Oxford Police Dept.

In an emergency ALWAYS dial 911.

The Library has a number of new books
on the shelves by favorite authors: David
Baldacci, Lee Child, Michael Connelly,
Janet Evanovich, John Grisham, and
Nicholas Sparks - all on the best-seller
list. We have had requests for large print
books,
but we need specific
suggestions so we order
exactly what is wanted.
Come visit us during the
winter and greet our
fireplace guardians...and
avid book readers!

OXFORD PARKS & RECREATION
The Easter Bunny will arrive in April this
year, so please check back for specifics on
our annual Easter Egg Hunt in Town Park!
The Parks and Rec
Committee is in need of
volunteers to assist with our 4th of July
celebration. Please contact Karen
Livingston at 410-226-1129.
When taking walks , using our parks and beaches or visiting
the Oxford Play Ball Dog Park, while in the Dog Park…
Please remember to clean up after your dogs!

A note from MD DNR Shellfish Division:
The Treasure Chest is closed for
January and February (however the
store will be open on February 12 for
the Polar Dip Event!) The store will
be open weekends in March
(weather permitting), and full-time
for the season in April! See you in the

* The 8 acre project for the Tred Avon that
was on hold is now ready to begin.
* You may see a barge and crane on the
river, depending if they are working near
your area. They are placing material (shells)
on 8 acres of bottom to improve the oyster habitat. They will not
cover oysters that are part of the cage program.

