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From the Commissioners of Oxford:
Thanks to a Chesapeake & Atlantic Coastal
Bays Trust Fund construction of the Causeway Stormwater Retention Areas has been
completed. We are still working on a few minor tweaks and will be adding additional plantings in the spring to fill in areas that were
not as successful the first time around. Through what has been one of the wettest
years on record, the stormwater flooding that we would normally have been experienced at the Causeway, Oxford Road, South Morris Street area has been greatly
reduced due to the reduced speed with which the larger area drains after a rain
event. The interconnected retention areas provide short-term storage immediately following a heavy rain event, allowing the stormwater to filter through plants
and soils, eventually dissipating through absorption, evaporation, and/or discharge through the tide gate. Modifications to these improvements will be made
as needed over the next year or so as we monitor the functions of each area.
Work continues on the next step for THE MEWS rehabilitation, as the town has
recently received multiple responses to an RFP for partial demolition and mitigation work to prepare the building for future commercial development. The
DHCD awarded the town an additional $175,000 towards this effort in FY 2019,
with funding available over the next year.
The Town is still accepting applications for mini grants from the DHCD Funded Interior and Exterior Improvements for Commercial Businesses Mini Grant Program.
Oxford business owners who are interested should contact the Town for more info.
Potential projects should address an interior or exterior need or improvement to the
business structure that will result in a positive effect on the business and the community. Businesses that have benefited from this program in the past include The Robert
Morris Inn, The Oxford Scottish Creamery, Mystery Loves Company Bookstore, Latitude 38, Doc’s Sunset Grill and Capsized.
Construction of the ENR (Enhanced Nutrient Removal) upgrade to the Wastewater Treatment System, with funding from the Maryland Bay Restoration Fund and USDA Rural Development, will continue through 2019, with
completion anticipated by the beginning of 2020. Truck traffic should be greatly reduced as we have finished with the
largest portion of moving dirt in and out of town and are now in full construction mode. As always, we will do our
best to minimize impacts wherever possible. Please keep in mind this activity is part of a large construction zone and
for the safety of all please do not enter any area where you see excavation or construction taking place either during or
after hours, and whenever possible give way to the large trucks and equipment as it is difficult for them to navigate
our narrow streets. A few items that have drawn questions… the pipe running down Riverview is temporary for
ground water removal during construction… JL Thompson, Riverview and Second Street if necessary will be repaved
following the construction.
COMMUNITY GARDENS!! This is the one section of the Gardens, Dog Park, Parking Area that remains in need of
improvements. Now that the gardens are not in use, the Public Works crew will be working on leveling of the ground
and installation of new garden boxes, along with additional drainage improvements to move stormwater away from
the gardens and dog park. Please contact the town office if you have any questions regarding your box.
PLEASE do not flush Brillo pads or disposable cleaning rags - they can cause major and costly backups in
both private and public sewer lines along with the inconvenience of service outages.
Newly introduced Ordinances, information from the Commissioners, Public Works and office staff,
along with upcoming community events can be found on the Town Website: www.oxfordmd.net
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Oxford Community Center
New Health Classes Coming to Oxford Community Center
The New Year brings new commitments to health and wellness. The Oxford Community Center’s quest to provide programs that enhance lives
led them to find two new health offerings starting in January. Try something new in the New Year.
Cavin Moore comes to Oxford from her studio in Cambridge called Anahata Yoga. This style of yoga appeals to all levels for its meditative and smooth stretching and breathing emphasis. Cavin is attune to each
student’s level and customizes the workout for maximum benefits to each individual. Classes will be at
OCC Saturdays starting January 5th at 8am and 11 am for $12 per class. Drop-ins welcome.
Kerianne Hineman is an aerial artist with years of
experience teaching. She will be offering a six
week Beginner Aerial Fabric Workshop on Tuesdays at 10:00 am starting January 29th. Her sixty
minute aerial fabric workshop is designed to introduce you to movement with, in, and around the
silks. The class will focus on balance along with
core and muscle strengthening. You will learn the
basic skills in aerial fabric technique including
knot work, how to transition in and out of poses,
and even go upside down! The silks are not hung
higher than 2.5 feet, so no worries about falling. This class will accommodate
all people that have a curiosity for this beautiful style of exercise. The six
week workshop costs $195. No drop-ins. Maximum of six people. OCC invites the public to come to a free open house with Kerianne to see her demonstrate and answer any questions you may have about the aerial fabric exercise.
The free open house is Friday, January
25th at 10:00 am.
Both of these special classes are perfect
accompaniment to the existing classes
offered at OCC. Beginner Tai Chi with
instructor Nathan Spivey, a Bow Sim
Mark Tai Chi Arts Asso. Affiliate. It is
open to new students every Tuesday and
Thursday at
9:00am for
$10 each.
Janet Pfeffer’s “Steady and Strong” has been a
success for years renewing balance, strength and
overall core fitness for all students. Janet’s classes are Tuesday and Thursday at 10:15am. $8/
class.

You can now buy your tickets online!!

www.tredavonplayers.org
Check out our “Season Flex Pass”

OCC offers free and low cost programs throughout
the year thanks to the generous annual fund donors
and events. 63% of all events are offered for free. The
money raised by the health programs goes directly
towards serving our greater community with new
educational programs, after school activities for kids,
national speakers, concerts and more. To reserve your
spot, visit oxfordcc.org or call 410-226-5904. The
OCC is a non-profit organization focused on education and enrichment. Consider OCC for your end of
year gifting.
~ Photos courtesy of Cavin Moore,
Kerianne Hinerman, and Nathan Spivey.

Landscapes in Oils
a 2-day workshop at the
Oxford Community Center with
CAROLE BOGGEMANN PEIRSON

FEBRUARY 4 & 5 (from 9am-3pm)

This workshop is designed for students who would love to
improve their skills. Carole will cover aspects of strong paintings
such as composition, values, color, light and texture to help lift
students’ work to a new level. Rather than necessarily working
toward leaving with a masterpiece, each will effectively study
and practice painting a solid piece from start to finish. Students
may also bring work from home if they would like Carole’s feedback. Some experience is beneficial, though not crucial, in order
to participate; the maximum of ten students will ensure strong
instructor attention. The 2-day workshop enrollment fee is
$195.
Carole Boggemann-Peirson is a Dutch artist who has been
giving demonstrations, teaching work-shops & private lessons
on and off the Eastern Shore of Virginia since 2005. She was
juried into Plein Air Easton (2013) and has won awards at Local
Color (Easton), Paint Snow Hill, MD, Solomons Plein Air Festival
(2014), Gloucester Plein Air Festival (2017) & many more. Her
work is in international collections and she was the featured
and event poster artist for Fine Arts@Oxford show in 2015.
Be sure to contact the Oxford Community Center as soon as
possible to register for this workshop opportunity; its limited
student capacity will ensure a quick fill. OCC staff may be
reached at: 410-226-5904 or oxfordcc@verizon.net; placing
“Carole’s workshop” in the subject line will be helpful. You may
also mail a check (made out to OCC, with “Carole’s workshop”
on the memo line) to P. O. Box 308, Oxford MD 21654 to secure
your spot with Carole.

“The National Flood Insurance Program’s Community Rating System (CRS) credits community efforts beyond those minimum standards by reducing flood insurance premiums for the community’s
property owners. The CRS is similar to—but separate from— the
private insurance industry’s programs that grade communities on
the effectiveness of their fire suppression and building code enforcement efforts.”
Did you recently receive a town brochure
regarding Oxford Floodplain Information?
This mailing is part of a larger effort of the
town to keep its citizens well informed and
a component of the Oxford’s application to participate in FEMA’s
Community Rating System Program. If we are accepted by FEMA,
participation in the program will provide a discount on a majority
of Oxford property owner flood insurance policy’s, along with
allowing the town staff and citizens to be better prepared for potential flood events. If you have any questions,
you can learn more about local risk of flooding
from stormwater and coastal sources as well as
the benefits of mitigation by contacting our
Certified Floodplain Manager, Cheryl Lewis at
oxfordclerk@goeaston.net or 410-226-5122.

Oxford Fire
Company

4th Annual Oxford Polar Dip
Sunday, February 10, 2019 at Noon

Upcoming events:
Jan 13 - Firehouse Breakfast 8 to 11 am
Feb 10 - Firehouse Breakfast 8 to 11 am
Feb 23 - Rummage Sale 9 am to noon
Drop off Feb 22 from 9 am to 4 pm
Mar 10 - Firehouse Breakfast 8 to 11 am
Mar 15 - Auxiliary Card Party & Luncheon,
always a sell out and great fun! Call 410-5997403 for more info and to reserve your table.
Board games, Tripoly, Mahjong, etc., are also
welcome.

lies.

For the fourth time, area residents will have an
opportunity to jump into the Tred Avon River,
on Sunday 10 February, to raise funds and
awareness for Camp Sunshine – a cost free
retreat on Sebago Lake in Maine for children
with life-threatening illnesses and their fami-

This is a nonprofit, top-rated camp, and it allows Oxford to sponsor a winter event to
support families in need. Dippers run head on into freezing water, or for the less
inclined, put their toes in the water as ‘Chicken Dippers’ all to help children have a
chance at a rest and recovery camp, especially designed to meet their needs.

Welcome to our new Auxiliary Officers: President
Edie Beglin, Vice President Monika Mraz, Secretary
Elizabeth Newstadt, Treasurer Margaret Munsch

Participants pledge to raise $100.00 to be a Dipper. Each year Oxford’s event has
raised over $15,000.00 for Camp Sunshine, and hopes to meet that goal again this
year. Miss Maryland, Mariela Pepin, will be invited and we also expect return participation from local representatives and dignitaries
It will be a great day to be in Oxford. Stop by the Oxford monthly Firehouse Breakfast from 8-11 a.m., and then it’s a short stroll to the TAYC to make the dip. Come
out and join the fun! Go on-line and register at www.freezinforareason.com

From Spain to Spirituals
Danielle Cumming, Classical Guitar and John Wesley Wright, Tenor
A unique concert of classical guitar and vocal music performed by two highly acclaimed artists. Dr.
Danielle Cumming and Dr. John Wesley Wright are faculty members with the Music, Theatre, and
Dance Department of Salisbury University. Their concert will showcase their individual areas of
expertise woven together: classical guitar, Spanish guitar, and music in the African American tradition.
Dr. Danielle Cumming is a classical guitarist, performer, teacher, and recording artist. Many of her
performances have been broadcast on national TV and Radio programs in the United States and
Canada. She is in high demand as a visiting clinician, master class teacher, and jurist for international guitar competitions in North
America and Europe. At Salisbury University, Dr. Cumming established the SU Guitar Festival and Guitar in the Gallery Concert Series.
Dr. John Wesley Wright is a prizewinning tenor, having performed for national and international audiences in major opera houses, concert halls, festivals, and
toured throughout the United States, Europe, and Japan. As a member of the highly acclaimed American Spiritual Ensemble, he often brings the ASE to the Eastern Shore for workshops, vocal clinics, and performances. When Dr. Wright performs, the listener is drawn into the music feeling all the emotions and insights of
the composer. Audiences are mesmerized by his performances. It is no wonder Dr. Wright’s students are prizewinners themselves. Dr. Wright is often requested
for vocal consultations, clinics, and a workshop leader of singing in the African American tradition.
An Offering Will Be Taken To Support Artist Expenses.
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From the Clerk,

Town Office Hours: Mon - Fri 9 AM to NOON / 1 PM to 4 PM

Please check the online Town calendar for Holidays and closures. Changes in Trash/Brush
pickups are also posted on our Facebook Page: Town of Oxford, MD

Taking a tree down, thinking about a pool, renovating your home… do you need a permit?
Are there special requirements in the Historic District? Need information regarding Stormwater Management, Drainage Issues, Floodplain Regulation or Flood Insurance?
Please contact us at the Town Office with your questions : oxfordclerk@goeaston.net 410-226-5122

As you walk through the
neighborhood this winter, you
may notice trees that have ivy
growing on their trunks. The
question is this….is ivy bad for
trees? The answer is yes for
more than one reason.
The common thought is that vines on trees can strangle the
tree or are parasitic to the tree. Neither of these is true (or
so I’ve read). However, vines on mature trees can cause
damage in other ways. Vines compete for water and
nutrients in the soil, hide structural defects in trees, shade
out inner canopy growth, and weigh down limbs. For these
reasons, it is best if vines be kept from growing on trees, and
removed if they are already present.
The two most common types of vines we see are English Ivy
(Hedera helix) and Winter Creeper (Euonymous fortunei).
Winter Creeper is an invasive, evergreen shrub that can
become a vine if it has vertical support. Winter Creeper
attaches to the trunks of trees using small rootlets that
adhere to the bark, and is easily recognized by its elliptical,
shiny leaves. Removing Winter Creeper is easy: sever the
vine at the ground, apply herbicide to the fresh stump, and
simply pull the vine stem off of the trunk
English Ivy is much more to difficult remove. This invasive
vine from Europe attaches itself to the tree with a unique
ferocity. You’ll need to sever the vine, than you must wait six
months or more for the leaves to fall off and the rootlets to
release from the bark. Otherwise you
will risk tearing the bark. Finally, since
the vine grows high into the canopy,
you’ll have to climb the tree to remove
the entire vine!
So, to quickly sum things up ... yes,
vines look kind of cool growing up a
tree but can quickly go from fab to bad
in a short period of time so best to pull
those vines off your trees if you want to
keep them healthy and live to be a ripe
old age.

PO BOX 339
101 MARKET STREET
OXFORD, MD 21654

Oxford Business Association
Quarterly Calendar of Events
Looking for an opportunity to get involved and be a
part of the community? The Oxford Business Association is currently looking for a business leader to assume the roles as President of the OBA and as Treasurer. For more information, contact Ian Fleming directly if you are interested in serving in one of these two rotational positions.
January 13 - 8 am – Firehouse Breakfast
January 18 - 6:30 pm – RMI Tavern – Alex Barnett, Classical Guitarist
January 20 - 3 pm – Holy Trinity – Spanish Classical Guitar Spiritual concert
February 2 – 6:30 pm - RMI - Spanish Wine Dinner
February 2 – 6:30 pm - RMI Tavern – Kenny Knopp Plays the Tavern Live
Feb 2 and 9 – 10 a.m. – OCC Photography Workshop with Norman Bell
Feb 4 and 5 – 9 a.m. – 2-day art workshop with Carole Boggemann-Peirson
Feb 7, – Oxford Garden Club – Don Wooters Dwelling and Design Tablescapes
February 8 – 6:30 pm - RMI Tavern – Alex Barnett, Classical Guitarist
February 8 – Black History Month Concert at OCC
February 10 – 8 a.m. Firehouse Breakfast
February 10 - Tred Avon Yacht Club – Oxford Annual Camp Sunshine Polar Dip
Feb 14-17 and 21-24 – TAP’s Winter Show: Four Weddings and an Elvis
February 23 – 6:30 pm - RMI Winery Pairing Dinner
March 7-10 at OCC: For All Seasons “Heart and Music” Variety Show
March 8 – 6:30 pm - RMI Tavern - Alex Barnett, Classical Guitarist
March 10 – 8 a.m. – Firehouse Breakfast
March 14 – Oxford Garden Club National Speaker at OCC
March 16 – 6:30 pm - RMI – Cakebread Winery Pairing Dinner
March 16 – 6:30 pm - RMI Tavern - Claire Anthony Plays the Tavern Live

Please be wary of phone and email
scams!! Do not give information
out to people you do not know.
In today’s world it is best to keep
your homes and vehicles secured
and please, always report suspicious activity
“when you see it” so we can follow up immediately.
In an emergency ALWAYS dial 911

March 16 – OCC Saint Patrick’s Day Dinner
March 30 – RMI Tavern – Kenny Knopp Plays the Tavern Live
March 30-31: Mr. Morris ‘Spoken Word Show’ in partnership with TAP at OCC
Mark your calendars: Oxford Day is on 27 April!
The Oxford Bellevue Ferry will open for the season that day as well!
*Other events will be posted throughout the upcoming weeks. Be sure to
check on line at portofoxford.com
*Check Facebook pages for Robert Morris Inn, Doc’s Sunset Grill, Latitude 38
and Pope’s Tavern for winter dinning special events.

