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Current Business of the Oxford Commissioners: 
The Oxford Stormwater Task Force (as created by the University of Maryland 
Environmental Finance Center through a DNR technical assistance grant) has 
completed their Oxford Stormwater and Flood Management Study and pre-
sented it to the Town Commissioners and Citizens at two different meetings 
held in September. Currently the Commissioners are reviewing their recom-
mendations which include Establishing a Stormwater and Tidal Water Utility 
along with establishing a Utility Rate. The Commissioners are seeking public 
input regarding this proposal and welcome your comments and questions.  

Below are the recommendations presented by the University of Maryland En-
vironmental Finance Center: 

Adopt an Effective Stormwater Program Budget 
of an estimated $630,00 over a 5 year period, with an additional major capital im-
provement project in the next 5-8 years bringing the necessary funding to an esti-
mated$1,500,000. 

Account for Sea Level Rise by factoring in rise projections into all major capital im-
provement projects. 

Establish a Stormwater/Tidal-water Utility with a tiered utility fee as a consistent, 
dedicated and equitable form of revenue to cover program costs, including a recommended base utility fee 
of $175/per home/per year. 

You can find the full presentation from the Environmental Finance Center on the front page of the town website. 

Legislation during the last quarter included changes to the Historic District Commission chapter of the Oxford Zoning 
Code and adoption of a revised Flood Plain Management Ordinance, 
along with recent Federal revisions to the FEMA Flood Maps. All new 
codes are available on the Town website. 

FEMA has just presented the Town with additional map revisions they 
intend to adopt over the next year. This process will include advertised 
hearings to be held in Talbot County. Please contact the town office if 
you have any questions or concerns. As more information becomes avail-
able, we will post it online.  

If you do not yet have a recycle bin and would like one, 
please contact the office to have one dropped off.  

www.oxfordmd.net  
Many thanks to Bob Jackson Landscapes for the lovely fall display. 

We have had concerns expressed by some ci zens regarding foxes in town and were asked to share some basic informa on regarding red 

foxes. Maryland DNR has detailed informa on on their website at h p://www.dnr.state.md.us/wildlife/Plants_Wildlife/Red_Fox.asp . 

Below you will find a few facts from this site: 

Ideal  red  fox habitat  includes a mix of open fields,  small woodlots and wetlands – making modern‐day Maryland an 
excellent place for it to live. Red foxes are also highly adap ve and can be found in suburban and urban areas. 

A typical red fox diet includes rabbits, snakes, insects, birds, mice, berries and fruits. 

The red fox usually uses a den or burrow only during the period when it is raising pups – a task the male and female fox 
share together. Red  foxes mate from January through March. A er a gesta on period of 51 to 53 days,  females give 
birth to a li er averaging 4 or 5 pups in the spring. Red foxes may dig their own burrows, but they usually improve an 
abandoned groundhog burrow. It also is common for foxes to den in the crawl space under decks and sheds. During the 
remainder of the year, the red fox avoids dens and sleeps in sheltered loca ons by relying on its thick fur for warmth. 

While its cousins the wolf and dog are social, the red fox tends to be more solitary except during the breeding season. 
The red fox is capable of learning from experience, which has earned it the “cunning” namesake in literature. This clever 
nature, its adaptability and careful management, ensure that the red fox will roam the Chesapeake Bay watershed for 
many genera ons to come. 



Volume  2,  Issue  3  Page 2 

Get your calendars out and mark these dates! You won’t want to miss these fun and 
informa ve programs and events:  

Sunday, October 27, 6:00 pm – “Wonders of the Night Sky: Astrophotography and the 
Story of the Schulman Telescope” Dr. Schulman will take the audience into the 
vast and fascina ng world of galaxies, nebulas and globular star clusters. This 
program was sold out at the Academy Art Museum. 

Saturday, November 9 – Model Boats and Knots exhibi on at OCC 

Saturday, November 16, 7:00 pm – An Interac ve Evening of Irish and American Folk Music with the Garryowen Band 

Friday, December 6 – Historic House Party at ‘Foston’ 

Saturday, December 7, 7:30 pm – ‘An A Capella Christmas 2013 Concert” with the Tidewater Chamber Singers 

Sunday, December 8, 10:00 am – 4:00 pm – Historic Homes and Inns of Oxford Tour  Tour six historic homes in the village, three 
inns and the John Wesley Church. 

Wednesday, December 11 – Community Pot Luck Dinner at OCC. Always a fun community evening! 

Watch for more informa on on all of the above to be posted around town, or call OCC at 410‐226‐5904.  

If you aren’t already on our weekly newsle er email list, call the office and we’ll be happy to add you! 

Call us too if you are interested in volunteering or serving on any of our various commi ees. We’d love to have you join us! 

OXFORD COMMUNITY CENTER 

Music, hilarity, and romantic misconceptions are featured in 
the Tred Avon Players production of She Loves Me directed by 
Edwin Talley Wilford. This musical romantic comedy opens 
October 17 with book by Joe Masteroff, lyrics by Sheldon 
Harnick, and music by Jerry Bock. 

Mr. Maraczek, (Tyron Roy) the owner of a shop in Budapest 
arrives to open the store; and the music, romance, and 

entertainment begins.  Two shop employees Georg Nowack, the shy manager (Herb Ziegler) and Amalia Balash (Maureen Curtin) are 
consistently at odds with each other at work, but are unaware that they are secret pen pals.   

Working at the shop are Ladisov Sipos, a middle-aged salesman with a family portrayed by Art Wolfe; Becky Swerida is the teenage 
delivery person Arpad Laszlo; sexy and gullible Ilona Ritter is played by Liz Clarke; Lukas McGee is Steven Kodaly, a suave ladies' 
man. Members of the ensemble include Olivia Litteral as the waitress, Eugenie Drayton, Alison Rawleigh, and Patrick Fee as Keller. 

She Loves Me is produced by Leigh Marquess with musical direction by Randy Bachand and Ellen Berry Grunden as rehearsal pianist.   
Stage manager is Rachel Shaw, costumes by Marie U'Ren, and choreography by Malley Hester. 

Wilford mentions: "I pick stories to tell based on how the narrative will connect with its audience. While I did not select She Loves Me 
to direct, being asked to direct it in place of a friend interested me. An initial glance at the story reveals a humorous tale between two 
mismatched co-workers, a funny, but otherwise typical love story. After re-reading the script, I wondered, What if our romantic leads 
were older? Excited to tell the story of two shy individuals who are reaching out for a last chance at love, I am looking forward to 
directing my first show with TAP." 

She Loves Me offers the same delightful romantic and humorous plot as in the movies In the Good Ole Summertime, The Shop Around the 
Corner, and You’ve Got Mail.  

Performance dates are Thrifty Thursday, October 17 at 7pm, with two-for-one tickets. Fridays and Saturdays, October 18, 19, 25, 26, and 
November 1 & 2 at 8PM and Sundays, October 20 & 27, and November 3 at 2pm. Tickets are $20 for adults and $5 for students with ID. All 
performances are at the Oxford Community Center in Oxford, MD. Call 410-226-0061 for tickets or visit www.tredavonplayers.org 



When Captains Tom and Judy Bixler purchased the Oxford Bellevue Ferry twelve years ago, not only did they commit to 
owning and operating the ferry, they became stewards of a significant slice of history that dates back 330 years. As 
Oxfordians know, the Oxford Bellevue Ferry is the oldest privately owned ferry in America and is an important part of the 
town's history.  With such an important milestone, there will be a celebration Sunday, October 13th at 6 PM at the ferry 
dock... In true Oxford style bring your favorite beverage and come help us celebrate...The Bixlers are  planning a short 
ceremony at 6 PM at the Oxford Ferry Dock followed by sunset cruise (ticket required). 

The 330-year celebration includes a “ferry tale” contest in place until October 8, 2013. The Bixlers hope to capture 
memorable ferry rides and encourage people to share to their experiences or family’s memories.  Pictures of the ferry over 
the years are also needed.  The winners will join “the Sunset 
Birthday Cruise” on October 13 at 6:15 PM. The prizes include 
$250 Oxford Bucks (money that can be spent in any business 
in Oxford) or a ten-trip ticket on the ferry for a car, driver 
and one passenger ($120 value), or a ferry hat or t-shirt.  

You can enter the contest in one of four ways: 

(1) Visit What’s Up Magazine’s website link at http://
whatsupmag.com/2013/08/19/oxford-bellevue-ferrys-330
-year-anniversary-contest or 
(2) Send your story to the Oxford Bellevue Ferry, 27456 
Oxford Road, Oxford, MD, 21654 or 
(3) Email to obferry@aol.com or 
(4) Drop your story off at the ferry!   Join in the fun...send in your ferry tale and photo today! 

The Oxford Business Associa on invites all to a end the 5th Annual  Picket  Fence 
Auc on on Saturday, October 12  ‐ 4 to 6 pm.  The format will be different from last 
year, with the large fences being auc oned off and the small fences being sold by a 
silent auc on; so be sure to get there around 4 so you don’t miss the auc on.  The 
event is free and all are welcome, and there will be lots of food and drinks to 
enjoy!  Once again, the ar sts have done a beau ful job making these fences a piece 
of art and this year each charity represented will get a por on of the proceeds.  Can’t 
be at the auc on? – Make sure to ask for a Bid Proxy Sheet by e‐mailing 
info@portofoxford.com to request one and we will be sure to have a silent bidder 
there to do your bidding for you.  Ques ons – please call Judy Bixler at 410‐745‐9023. 

 The Last Can cle of St. Francis, Presented by Charley D. Baker  
The Church of the Holy Trinity , Sunday, Oct 6, 2013  ~ 7:00 pm  

This is not the story of the saint who blessed the animals. It is the story of the man who was asked by God to rebuild 
his church. Since St. Paul, has a man been asked to do anything greater in scope then this? Yet we credit him simply 
with blessing the animals. He received everything from God because he lived with nothing here on earth. Because of 
his devo on, many took up their cross and followed him, and even to this day, many call themselves by his name. He 
founded on of the greatest religious orders of all me, but was rewarded with disappointment by their behavior. He is 
one of the most renowned people in human history, and he did not even own the shirt on his back.  

Experience this man through Mr. Baker’s drama c presenta on and discover the man that did more than bless the 
animals. A freewill offering will be taken. All are welcome. For more informa on, contact Church of the Holy Trinity: 
410.226.5134  

 

COAST GUARD OPEN HOUSE 
FOOD WILL BE AVAILABLE THROUGH OXFORD FIRE DEPT.!** 

COAST GUARD BOATS / FIRE ENGINE / AMBULANCE 
FIRE BOAT / POLICE VEHICLES and MORE 

Saturday, October 5, 2013 ~ 11 am to 2 pm ~ 904A South Morris St., Oxford 

Want to schedule a free no consequence vessel safety inspec on? 
Who has ques ons about boa ng and boa ng safety? Maybe you’d just like to come say hello! 

Come on down to Coast Guard Sta on Oxford!  
**Proceeds will be donated to support Oxford Fire Dept.!! 



Christmas on the Creek, December 6 -8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s hard to believe, but before long we will all be bringing out the Christmas decora ons and preparing for the holiday season. 
Whatever your plans, include some or all of these Christmas on the Creek ac vi es with family and friends.  

The weekend begins Friday evening with gospel music and caroling at Waters United Methodist Church at 6pm, followed by a 
soup dinner. In keeping with the Historic Homes of Oxford tour later in the weekend, OCC will be hos ng a fundraiser Friday 
evening at “Foston”, a private waterfront home da ng from the late 1700’s to mid 1800’s. This home is not on the tour, so if 
you are interested in a ending and seeing another historic home, contact OCC.  Saturday has many opportuni es for Christmas 
shopping – a Christmas Bazaar at Holy  Trinity  Church from 9 am ll noon featuring baked goods, greenery and cra s; The 
Treasure Chest will be open both Saturday and Sunday from 10 am – 4 pm with an array of hand cra s and other dis nc ve 
gi s; The Oxford Library will host an Open House with cider and cookies from 10 am – 4 pm, and a special sale of hardback 
books. Mystery Loves Company offers more literary selec ons and will host a Jane Austen Christmas Tea from noon – 4 pm. 
The Oxford Museum will be open from 1 – 5:30 pm with unique gi  items as well as a diverse collec on of ar facts. At 5:30 pm 
Santa Claus arrives in Town Park, with treats, for the official tree ligh ng. Warm up before or a er with Homemade Soup and 
Dessert from 5 – 7 pm at the Oxford Methodist Church next door. Dine in or carry out will be available, with a selec on of 
hearty soups. Saturday evening features a concert by the Tidewater Chamber Singers – “ An A Capella Christmas 2013” at the 
Oxford Community Center, star ng at 7:30 pm.  

The weekend con nues with Breakfast with Santa at the Oxford Fire House from 8 – 11 am. The Ladies Auxiliary Gi  Shop will 
provide another opportunity to purchase those gi s, stocking stuffers and ornaments. Combsberry Bed & Breakfast will offer a 
fes ve wreath‐making workshop on Sunday. Two sessions are offered: Noon and 2pm. Wrap up the weekend with the Historic 
Homes & Inns of Oxford Tour on Sunday from 10 am – 4 pm. Six gracious homes and three historic inns will be featured, plus 
the restored historic John Wesley Church as a bonus! Check‐in and tour maps will be available at the  Oxford  Community 
Center on the day of the event. 

Of course, beginning on Saturday and throughout the holiday season Town Creek will be illuminated with  
Christmas trees adorning the docks.                                                            See you at Christmas on the Creek! 

Caroling in the Park on Saturday, December 21st at 5:15 PM.  This will be the 13th year that Oxford has 
gathered in Town Park to raise voices to the season and to enjoy the now-famous rendition of the Twelve 
Days of Christmas.  Refreshments will be served afterwards in the Oxford Museum as our voices fade and 
the Church carillon begins to play.  Bring a flashlight so you won’t miss a word on the song sheets!  If the 
weather is stormy, the Oxford United Methodist Church has been kind enough to open their doors for 
singers and listeners alike.  Come one, come all---we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 2013 

The annual Christmas Bazaar is Saturday December 7th from 9:00 am to noon in the Parish 
Hall.   The theme this year is Christmas Wonderland. The  Bazaar will feature tables with 
wreaths and greens, small decorated trees, parishioner’s handcrafted and artistic works,  and a 
Holy Trinity table.  Food tables will include frozen soups and hors d’oeuvres, baked goods, jams 
and pickles, the men’s food table and more.  New this year is the Christmas Wonderland table, 
with small Christmas decorations. Complimentary coffee, cider and cookies will be available to 
welcome visitors. 



What’s Old Is New in Oxford!   Silver, jewelry, china, fine furniture – all things that become 
more valuable with age, and all things to look for at the 45th Annual Oxford Antique Show & Sale!  This exhibition 
by thirty plus professional dealers from across the country held at the Oxford Firehouse is part of the Eastern 
Shore’s Waterfowl Weekend tradition and not to be missed! 

In addition to the amazing treasures the dealers will have available for view and sale, the Ladies will be making and baking their Oxford-
famous crab cakes - just one choice on a tasty lunch menu offered both days.  Homemade desserts will keep you fortified as you shop, and 
the members of the Auxiliary will also offer for sale beautiful handmade crafts and baked goods to take home to appreciative friends and 
family.  This year’s show will be held Saturday, November 10th, 10am – 5pm, and Sunday, November 11th, 11am – 4pm.  Tickets to the event 
may be purchased at the door – only $4.00 per person, one ticket allows entry both days. 

The Oxford Ladies Auxiliary, in support of the Oxford Fire Company, hosts this event annually with proceeds dedicated to underwriting the 
costs of equipment and gear for the Oxford Volunteer Fire Company.  An all volunteer organization offering fire, rescue, and emergency 
medical services to Talbot County communities, the company receives funding through the State of Maryland, Talbot County and the Town of 
Oxford, but the majority of the annual budget is generated by donations and fundraising events.  

For more information regarding this event, please contact Sandy Hale at sandrahale1@msn.com. 

News from the Oxford Garden Club   

The Oxford Garden club celebrated their 10 year anniversary June of this year!  As a fairly new member it is very rewarding to be 
a part of an organization providing the ability to meet new people, explore the world of flower design, horticulture, and gardening 
and become involved with the many civic projects within the Oxford community.  Whether it’s weeding the library or museum 
gardens, helping to take care of the rain gardens located at the Oxford Community Center, or arranging holiday flowers to 

accompany lunches delivered by the Church of the Holy Trinity, the OGC is a wonderful group to be a part of.   In keeping with our mission, this year 
we plan to establish a scholarship program for those students graduating from high school and entering into the fields of horticulture, environmental 
studies, landscape design and/or management.  We hope to encourage the study of horticulture, landscape design, botany, plant science, landscape 
planning, forestry, and similar subjects.   We hope you will support this new program by becoming a “Friend of the Oxford Garden Club”, making a 
donation in order to help club members build this new program.  For more information on becoming a “Friend of the Oxford Garden Club” or becoming 
a member please call Phyllis Gaiti at 410-226-5922. 

In addition, for our upcoming Standard Flower Show on May 31st, 2014, we are offering a fun bulb challenge in our horticulture division.  This is a 
great way to participate in our flower show and hopefully get the community involved.  We have selected 3 terrific Allium varieties which will add 
charm and color to your gardens.  Alliums thrive in neglected soils (clay) and naturalize readily.  They are deer and rodent resistant and provide 
blooms when your hostas, peonies and iris are out. Proceeds will benefit our flower show and our new Scholarship program.  For more information 
please call Terry Holman @ 908-963-9227.  Remember one of the most delightful things about a garden is the anticipation it provides.  

Carole Abruzzese   410-226-5638 

Bugs Rule” A Standard Flower Show presented by The Federated Garden Clubs of Maryland, Inc., District 1, and hosted by the Dorchester Garden 
Club,Wednesday, October 9, 2013 from 1:30 PM TO 5:00 PM at Sailwinds Park, on the waterfront of Cambridge, 200 Byrn ST, Cambridge, MD - Open 

to the Public-Admission Free. information or directions contact: Collins 410-228-7775 or Clara Mae Stephens 410-943-6055.     

OXFORD MUSEUM FALL EVENTS 

Upcoming lectures are on Saturdays at 11 am at St. Paul’s Church as follows. Lectures are  free; dona ons always welcome 

October 5 – Ed Thieler, local model builder and some me historian, will present “100 Years Ago – Working the Water in Oxford.”       

November 9 – Rich Wagner will discuss “A New Hypothesis for the Earliest Prehistoric Se lement of North America,” which will include new 
evidence in the Chesapeake Bay area of migra on across the North Atlan c rather than the long‐assumed Siberia to Alaska route. 

New Exhibits beginning September 20 ‐  Commemora ng the 150th anniversary of the first recorded steamboat transport of slaves from Oxford for 
military service in the Union Army and, hopefully, freedom.  Rare original newspaper pages of the ba les will be on display through October 15.  
They are from the collec on of Oxford residents Stephen and Harrie  Goldman. 

Beginning October 15, our own Larry Myers and other area residents will display beau ful Mergansers, one of the most strikingly graceful ducks 
whose form has inspired some of the most crea ve decoys made along the East Coast. 

SPECIAL THANKS to everyone who supported Piga‐Figa‐Licious on September 2. More than 250 people a ended and celebrated Labor Day 
together. Watch for more informa on about the Museum’s 50th Anniversary in 2014! 

On Wings of Eagles  Through a generous gi  from Paul and Pat Mar n and their family, 18 of Paul’s flying  model airplanes have been donated to 
the Oxford Museum and will  soon be on display at the Easton Airport.  They are suspended from the ceiling in realis c flying posi ons,.  All were 
built and flown by Paul, who built his first model at age six and for the next seven decades con nued to build and fly models of the many aircra  he 
encountered  in his Air Force career.  In re rement he  con nued  building and flying models.  The Museum Board is very grateful for this generous 
gi  from the Mar ns.  

The Museum will close for the season on November 10. Members and guests of the Oxford Museum are invited to the Holiday Party on Thursday, 
December 12 at 5:30 pm at Holy Trinity Parish Hall.  Watch for more details.  
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You can reach us during regular opera ng hours at 410‐226‐5122, 
          Fax: 410‐226‐5597 

     You can email us any me: 
                     Cheryl Lewis oxfordclerk@goeaston.net 

Lisa Willoughby townoffice@goeaston.net 
 

Newly introduced Ordinances, informa on from the 
Commissioners, Public Works and office staff, along with 
upcoming community events can be found on the Town 

Website: www.oxfordmd.net 

PO BOX 339 

101 MARKET STREET 

OXFORD, MD 21654 

From the Clerk, 

Town Office Hours:  

Monday ‐ Friday 9 AM to NOON and 1 PM to 4 PM 

Please check the online Town calendar for Holiday Hours 
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Water and Sewer Rates: You will see the previously adopted rate increase in your quarterly billing, with the base rate 

including the State Bay Restora on Fee star ng at $205 per household per quarter.  

Leaf Pick Up: Please remember Wednesday Leaf Pick Up is for leaves only, they need to raked to the street on Tuesdays, 

covered in bad weather and NO STICKS OR BRANCHES as the leaf vacuum cannot handle them.  Last pickup ‐  12/11/13. 

Community Gardens: If you had a garden this summer, please clean out your box when you are finished for the season. 

"During the Spring and Summer of 2013 the 
Oxford  Library  introduced  the  Young 
Readers  Program  for  children  and 
grandchildren  aged  5  to  12  of  Oxford 
residents. Pictured are some of the children 
who are now the proud owners of their very 
own  library  card.    From  le   to  right  are 
Nevin Porter, Izzy Ackridge, Tucker Ackridge, 
Trevor Green and Ava Arepally." 

OXFORD PARKS 
& RECREATION 

PUMPKIN WALK Sunday,   
Oct 27th  at 2 pm (Weather 

Permi ng). Meet at St. Paul’s 
Church on S. Morris St., walk to 
Town Hall.  Photo opportuni es 

and refreshments.  
 

VETERAN'S DAY PROGRAM  
Monday, Nov. 11th, Waters UMC, 
7:00 p.m.  All are invited. 
 

 

                                                                       SANTA IN THE PARK   
 Saturday, December 7th, 6 pm at Town Park (Weather Permi ng). 

See Santa and his Elf arrive in the fire truck. Countdown for the Tree 
ligh ng. Bring a non‐perishable food item for the Food Bank.  

As of October 1st, the use of Hand Held Cell Phones are Not Permitted  while driving a  
motor vehicle in the State of Maryland  and as this is now a primary of-
fense you can be stopped and ticketed. Please contact Chief Maxwell at 
the Oxford Police Department if you need any further explanation or 
have questions. Please be cautious of phone scams were callers ask for 
donations or personal information.  Please report any suspicious activity 

by calling 911 or contacting the  Oxford Police Department.   
                                                                 In an emergency ALWAYS dial 911.  


