Volume 5, Issue 1

Spring 2016

Town of Oxford
Founded 1683

Incorporated 1852

Current Business of the
Oxford Commissioners:
As many of you may have already heard…
The Town of
Oxford was awarded a $300,000 grant towards the purchase of what is
best known as the MEWS Building on Morris Street. This Maryland
DHCD grant will allow the town to acquire the MEWS with a match of
$200,000 for the purpose of revitalization of the historic center of the
Town Oxford. Over 150 people attended the public meeting held at the
Oxford Fire House to hear about the acquisition process for this structure
and to participate in discussions regarding the possible avenues for redevelopment of this building.
In addition, the Town was awarded $50,000 to support a Façade Mini Grant Program for the purpose of assisting
commercial businesses with needed Façade improvements. The intention is for this to be an ongoing program for the
town in order to preserve and maintain the commercial storefronts/facades found throughout town. Oxford Business
Association members were notified of the opportunity to request possible assistance from the program in March. Anyone wanting more information regarding participation in the program should send an email to the Town Administrator at oxfordclerk@goeaston.net, providing a brief explanation of your businesses façade needs.
Oxford Stormwater Management and Shoreline Protection Update:
As part of the ongoing Stormwater Management initiative started in 2013, the Town successfully acquired grant funding to design/redesign several stormwater management areas to
better accommodate the stormwater runoff that so quickly inundates the Causeway Park
Area of town. Engineers are currently reviewing the issues. The completed engineering will
be used to leverage additional funding for infrastructure construction through the State of
Maryland’s Chesapeake & Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund. More to come in the future…
The plans for the Oxford Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade are in full swing, with solicitation for the New
Plant Construction to take place this summer and actual construction to possibly begin before the end of 2016!
The Tilghman Street Boat Ramp Replacement has been delayed for the summer, with an anticipated start of construction start after the September 5th holiday weekend. More information will be provided in the July newsletter.

Annual Election for one seat on the Oxford Town Commission for the Town of Oxford:
May 16, 2016 - Last day to file to run for Commissioner at the Oxford Town Office, 101 Market Street.
May 23, 2016 - Last day to register to vote in the 2016 election for Oxford Commissioner
June 14, 2016 - Last day to request an absentee ballot for the 2016 election for Oxford Commissioner
June 21, 2106 - Election for one Commissioner for a term of three years for the Town of Oxford, to be held in
the Oxford Communities Services Building, 2nd floor meeting room, between the hours of 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Newly introduced Ordinances, information from the Commissioners, Public Works and office staff, along with
upcoming community events can be found on the Town Website: www.oxfordmd.net
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OXFORD COMMUNITY CENTER
Spring Movie Series ~ Doors open at 6:30 pm ~ Wine and Beer available for purchase
May 11th - The Big Lebowski (1998) Cohen Brothers classic w/ Jeff Bridges & John Goodman
June 1st - L.A. Confidential (1997) A neo-noir crime file w/ Kevin Spacey, Russell Crowe &
Kim Basinger
Other events currently scheduled:
April 6th at noon - TOWN TALK with Captains Judy and Tom Bixler of the Oxford-Bellevue Ferry
April 14th at 7 pm - Margaret Andersen Rosenfeld Book Talk: On Land and On Sea: A Century of Women in the Rosenfeld Collection
April 27th - Bouillabaisse Cooking Demo with Larry Paz
May 4th at noon - TOWN TALK with John Hanes and Tim Kearns of the Oxford Volunteer Fire Company
May 5th - Around the World with Herb Gorin, an Eastern Shore Dentist who has participated in healthcare missions around the world
May 21-22 - Oxford Fine Arts Festival
May 26th at 7 pm - Blackwater National Refuge Lecture, recognized as one of the Last Great Places by the Nature Conservancy
Check with the OCC for more information and schedules for their regular Exercise, Yoga and Open Art Studio Classes
VISIT US IN TOWN PARK ON OXFORD DAY FOR BREAKFAST & COFFEE!
For more information, please contact the Oxford Community Center at 410-226-5904, email oxfordcc@verizon.net, visit their website at
www.oxfordcc.org or their Facebook page at Oxford Community Center, Inc. If you aren’t already on the OCC email list and would like to
receive our weekly event calendar, call (410-226-5904) or email oxfordcc@verizon.net to be added to the list.
Call us too if you are interested in volunteering or serving on any of our various committees. We’d love to have you join us!

Oxford Business Association ~ www.portofoxford.com
Picket Fences are Coming Back!!! The OBA is proud to announce the 8th Annual Picket Fence
Auction on 8 October from 4-6 pm at the OCC! We will be showcasing 10 large fences painted by
local artists that are sure to be sought after by town residents and visitors alike! This event
generates a great turn out for the community, and charities benefit with a portion of the proceeds
from the fence sale. Be sure to look for them just in time for the Fine Arts Fair!
We are please to announce that Preservation Green LLC has joined the OBA! A woman-owned,
family run business, Preservation Green LLC provides comprehensive landscape design and masterplan development, as well as design-build options. In the eyes of Preservation Green LLC, no garden
or home is too small and no estate is too large. From private gardens and townhouses in Manhattan,
to pocket parks within historic districts, to vast estates all over the world, they remain committed to
providing clients with a clear sense of how to understand a property and its historic structures in
order to transform it into one of lasting beauty. Visit their website at preservationgreenllc.com!
April 23rd is a BIG day in Oxford! Not only is it Oxford Day, it is also the date of the RMI’s ‘Food,
Wine, and Laughter Dinner Series with Laurie Forster.’ Call for your reservations today! And the
event we have all been waiting for -- The Oxford Bellevue Ferry will be open for the season! Look for
the Treasure Chest and the Highland Creamery openings in April as well!
You won’t want to forget to mark your calendars for the Fine Arts Fair in May on 21-22 May, and the
‘Antique and Uniques’ Sale at the Firehouse will be happening that day as well! And now that spring
is in the air, why not get in to some toning action with Susan Hurley’s yoga classes at the OCC?!
Visit our website at portofoxford.com and check out all the calendar events or log in to our
Facebook page: Oxford Maryland Events – Updates are posted daily! You won’t want to miss out
on the activities happening in and around Oxford There is still time to get in on the April action at
the Robert Morris Inn, with Mark Salter’s Cooking Series on 9 and 23 April, and Claire Anthony Live!
on 16 April!
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You’re Invited To The Blessing of
the Ferry and the “Oxford Fleet”
Celebrating 333 Years at the end of MD 333!
When: Friday, April 22th at 6 P.M.
Where: Ferry Dock in Oxford - 101 East Strand
Why? It’s a PARTY!!! Come help us celebrate the start of the
Oxford Bellevue Ferry’s 2016 Season and the Annual Oxford
Day Events in our very special community….
In true Oxford fashion when we want to have a
cocktail party we send out a message to BYO (we
can’t provide alcohol on the ferry) and if possible
bring hors d’oeuvres to share!
The Oxford Bellevue Ferry will open for the 2016 season on Oxford
Day, Saturday April 23 at 9 AM! Captains Judy and Tom Bixler look
forward to having everyone aboard! The ferry will operate everyday
thru October and then on the first two weekends of November.
Call 410 745-9023 for more information.

If you have a boat that you would like to be part of the
“Oxford Fleet” for this blessing, just be at or near the
ferry dock.
Questions – call Captains Judy or Tom Bixler 410 226-0095
Special Thanks to Rev. Kevin Cross from Holy Trinity Church
who will be our celebrant!

The Oxford Library is open again on week days, including Saturdays, from 10-4.
Please come to our annual Oxford Day book sale at the Library from 10-2. Look for us in the parade and be sure to
participate in our special contest!
The Oxford Library plans to be part of the Oxford Day parade and will debut "Planting the Seed" with ensemble.
We are seeking children and adults dressed in rainy day attire: boots, raincoat, umbrella, OR dressed in gardening
attire: sun bonnet, overalls, carrying gardening tools. Assemble at the Library by 10:30 on Saturday, April 23rd.
Come parade with us and help to distribute "Planting the Seed" packets to children along the parade route.
Also on Oxford Day, the Library will be having a BOOK SALE featuring paperbacks, soft covers and, new this year, children’s books.

2016 ANNUAL OXFORD DAY FLOWER BASKET COMPETITION
It's FUN!!--Join in !!
This year, there will be One First Place, One Second Place, & One
Third Place ribbon & numerous Honorable Mentions!

The
Oxford
Museum

Be creative! All fresh flowers/greens must be used.
Judging will take place after noon on Friday April
22
To enter, e-mail Lisa at townoffice@goeaston.net
or call Town Office, 410-226-5122.
Deadline for entering is 4 pm, Monday, April 18.
Sign up today!!
Help decorate the town for Oxford Day!!

will open for the 2015
season on Oxford Day
(April 25). Volunteers
are always needed.
If you’d like to help us a
few hours a month,
we’d love to have you.
No previous experience
needed. Call 410-2260191 for more info.

OXFORD DAY APRIL 23, 2015
Oxford Community Center (B)
Causeway Park (C)

8:00
9:00
9:00 - 2:00
11:00 - 2:00
11:00 - 2:00
11:00 - 2:00

Talbot Hospice Memorial Walk Begins
Talbot Humane Dog Walk Begins
Holy Trinity Annual Plant Sale
Kid’s Court! Moon Bounce & More
Scottish Highland Creamery Ice Cream
Oxford Fire Co Burgers & Dogs

Town Park (A)
8:00 - 11:00
9:00 - 4:00
9:00 - 3:00
9:00 - 11:00
10:00 - 2:00
10:00 - 4:00
10:00 - 11:00
10:00 - 2:00
11:00 - 11:45
11:00 - 2:00
12:00 - 1:00

Visitor
Parking

Oxford Community Center - Brown Bag Breakfasts
Vigilant Crew Pirate Encampment
Oxford UM Church White Elephant & Bake Sale
Waters UM Church Bake Sale
Oxford Fun - Sales, Art, Information, Activities
Oxford Museum opens for season / special exhibit
Family Hour – Games, Clowns, Prizes!
DNR Scales & Tales Wildlife Exhibit
Parade Review
Masthead Crabcakes, Robert Morris Inn Soup &
Sandwich, Oxford Market Ice Cream
US Naval Academy Band “Electric Brigade”

Morris St. (A)
10:00 - 4:00
10:00 - 4:00
11:30 - 3:00
12:00 - 3:00

Oxford Museum Opening Day
Enter the Raffle at Treasure Chest Gift Shop
Wine Tastings at Oxford Market
Outdoor Book Sale at Mystery Loves Company

Market St. (A)
9:30
10:00 - 2:00
10:00 - 2:00
11:00 - 1:00
3:00

Dog Show (Market & Banks Street)
US Coast Guard Boat Display
Oxford Library Paperback and Soft Cover Book Sale
Waters UM Church Barbeque/Fish Fry
Great Gospel Concert at Waters UM Church

Ferry Dock (G)
9:00 - Dusk Visit the Historic Oxford Bellevue Ferry!
11:00 - 3:30 Free rides on the skipjack Nathan of Dorchester
Sign up on the hour! Donations welcome.
Public Restrooms are located at the Parking area; on Market Street behind the Town
Office; at the Ferry Dock; at Causeway Park; and at the Parade Start Area.

Visit
www.oxfordday.org
for latest updates.

The Oxford Volunteer Fire Company is thrilled to share some of our happenings and activities in the Town Newsletter & at Town meetings
Citizens will be seeing a number of our new Engineers practice and drill their skills around Town now that
the warmer months are approaching. As hands on training exercises these drills will offer a number of our
new Engineers the opportunity to drive and pump our equipment. These exercise scenarios are developed
from potential real life emergencies and augment the many hours of formal training our members receive
from the Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute of the University of Maryland. Feel free to watch them work,
but please remember to maintain a safe distance. In May the OVFD will be participating with the seven other
Talbot County fire companies in a county wide set of drills which will simulate potentially larger scale events.
None of this preparedness is possible without the tireless dedication of our Volunteers Please Welcome our newest Firefighter in training,
Tom Ray, when you see him around Town. Congratulations too to our Michael Bell on the birth of his son, Mason. We hope when he turns
16 years old he will be in one of our OVFD uniforms, in 2032!
Meanwhile if you or anyone you know would like to become a Volunteer, we are always accepting applications for both Firefighter and
Emergency Medical positions. If you cannot be quite so active please consider joining our Auxiliary. For a more intimate and detailed
understanding of the OVFD please stop by the Firehouse. We will be hosting an Open House during our next Pancake Breakfast, 8-11am
Sunday April 10. For more specific information please visit our web presence at http://www.oxfordfireco.com .
The times are changing! After 89 years the Auxiliary at Oxford
Volunteer Fire Company is no longer LADIES. We began accepting
men as members in 2015 and have now officially changed our
name. This represents the changing times and acknowledges that
there are opportunities for all members of the community to
support OVFD. Many Oxford citizens want to support our local fire and rescue service
but are unable to run into burning buildings or transport patients to the hospital.
In addition to providing direct support to OVFD and mutual aid companies on 21654
incident scenes in the form of rehydration and nourishment (perhaps hot coffee in the
middle of the night at a fire in February), the Auxiliary typically holds 25-30 fundraising
events each year.
These include 3 rummage sales, 2 card parties, the Antiques and Uniques sale in the
spring, baked goods and craft sales at firehouse breakfasts, and the Antique show on
Waterfowl weekend that is now in its 50th year. We invite you to join us. There are
jobs for everyone from baking to creating new fundraisers to crafting wooden items to
helping setup events to selling hot dogs at kick ball tournaments to making jam to
bussing tables at breakfast and more. Whatever your skills, experience, or talents there
may be a technical, administrative or artistic job that you can do in support of OVFD.
To find out more ask any auxiliary member. There are 53 of us! You may contact
president Jan Mroczek at 410-924-4601, vice president Judy Shuler at 410-226-0030,
secretary Edie Beglin at 410-226-1090, or treasurer Margaret Munsch at 215-3567307. Come and join us in a great cause. We work hard AND we have a good time
while doing it!

The Tred Avon Players will present Moss Hart’s uproarious backstage comedy “Light Up the Sky,”
opening April 28 at the Oxford Community Center and directed by Pat Murphy Sheehy. The play takes
place in the luxurious hotel room of a Broadway actress prior to the out-of-town opening of a brand new
play. As chaos reigns, “Light Up the Sky” follows an ensemble cast of outrageous characters, including the
grandly temperamental leading lady and her sarcastic, gin-rummy playing mother, the flamboyant director, and the lowbrow producer and his
smart-aleck wife. Sheehy is artistic director emeritus of the Source Theatre Company in Washington, where she directed, produced or
performed in more than 100 plays over an 11-year stint with the renowned nonprofit
group.
“Light Up the Sky” opens on “Thrifty Thursday,” April 28 at 7 p.m., featuring two-forone tickets. Other performance dates are Fridays and Saturdays, April 29, 30, May 6, 7, 13
and 14 at 8 p.m., and Sundays, May 1, 8 and 15 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $15 for adults, $5 for
students with ID. For tickets, visit www.tredavonplayers.org or call 410-226-0061.
The Tred Avon Players are funded by an operating grant from the Maryland State Arts
Council, an agency dedicated to cultivating a vibrant cultural community where the arts
thrive, and from the Talbot County Arts Council.
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PO BOX 339
101 MARKET STREET
OXFORD, MD 21654

From the Clerk,
Town Office Hours: Mon - Fri 9 AM to NOON / 1 PM to 4 PM
Please check the online Town calendar for Holidays and closures.

You can reach us during regular operating hours at 410-226-5122, by fax: 410-226-5597 or
email us anytime: Cheryl Lewis oxfordclerk@goeaston.net
Lisa Willoughby townoffice@goeaston.net

Community Gardens: Request are coming in, please confirm your garden with Lisa and get started on
your planting!
If we don’t hear from you, your garden will be assigned to someone new.
In other news...
After several weeks of tractors sitting idly at the
County’s OXFORD CONSERVATION PARK, there is
finally something happening!! The first phase of the
development of the park has begun. Here is a simple
drawing of the work they are currently embarking
on. Future phases will depending on availability of
funding.
The town will continue to work with the county in
the development of a walking/biking path from the
east end of Pier Street (ballpark) to the west side of
this first phase of the park to allow Oxford citizens
easy access to the park.

Please be aware of the recent
increase in phone and internet
SCAMS that utilize common
business practices to gather
your personal information for
exploitation!

This includes calls purportedly from

government offices including the IRS,
utility companies and local banks. Do
not provide ANY personal or financial
information

to

any

solicitation

by

phone or email. If you are unsure of the validity of a
request, contact the office or business directly.
Please report any suspicious communications the Oxford Police Department.
PLEASE ALWAYS REPORT SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY TO
THE OXFORD POLICE AS SOON AS YOU SEE IT!

Please contact Chief Maxwell at the Oxford Police
Department if you have questions.

In an emergency ALWAYS dial 911.

