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2013 Oxford Stormwater and Flood Management Study 
prepared by the University of Maryland Environmental 
Finance Center funded by the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, identified the need for a stormwater utility and 
recommended next steps, including areas for potential 
stormwater retention that could assist the Town with the 
nuisance flooding experienced during heavy precipitation.

2013 Design and Planning in the Face of Sea Level Change 
and Stormwater Issues on Maryland’s Eastern Shore: 
Approaches to Social and Economic Resiliency & 
Environmental Stewardship in Oxford, Maryland. - 
University of Maryland Landscape Architecture Students

2014 Worked with Talbot County in the development of 
the Oxford Conservation Park, which incorporated an 
extensive retention pond, reducing stormwater runoff that 
was causing nuisance flooding at the Causeway during 
heavy precipitation.

2015 Created the Stormwater Management/Shoreline 
Protection Fund/Utility (SMSP) This utility identifies 
funding will be allocated to stormwater management and 
shoreline protection for resilience purposes, allowing for 
grant opportunities for capital improvements. 

2015 Comprehensive Digital Inventory of Stormwater and 
Shoreline Infrastructure to be used in the future 
development of the SMSP Master Plan.

2015 Oxford Flooding/Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Study 
technical assistance collaboration with MD DNR 
CoastSmart and NOAA providing information for Oxford 
and a model for other communities.

2016 Stormwater Management and Shoreline Protection 
Capital Improvement Plan (Master Plan) with funding 
from Maryland DNR CoastSmart. 

2016 Coastal Resilience Planning Guide for Oxford, 
developed by MD Critical Area Commission, including 
changes to Zoning requirements to develop mitigation that 
better serves our resilience efforts. - NOAA / MD DNR 
Chesapeake and Coastal Service

2017 Design of a Series of Stormwater Bioretention ponds 
to reduce flooding on South Morris and the Causeway with 
funding from the Watershed Assistance Grant Program.

Building and Sustaining Community Resilience Timeline
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2018 Causeway Stormwater Bioretention Pond 
construction. The completed project provided a series of 
stormwater retention areas inland and the expansion of existing 
stormwater swales prior to the tide gate release to the Causeway. These 
newly created stormwater retention areas were designed to hold 
stormwater during a rain event and allow for both ground absorption 
and slow drainage, providing improved filtration prior to final 
discharge.

2018 FEMA Community Rating System Application with 
funding from MD DNR CoastSmart. Entry into the FEMA 
CRS Program requires a higher level of Floodplain 
standards, building resilience into development, while 
providing a discount to residents on their Flood Insurance.  

2019 Oxford Coastal Resilience Shoreline Enhancement 
and Stormwater Design with funding from MD DNR 
Coastal Resilience Program “The Northern waterfront of 
Oxford, including Strand Beach”.

2020 Oxford Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade 
constructed at the Flood Protection Elevation of 8’  - 
providing enhanced nutrient removal benefitting the local 
waters of Town Creek.

2021 Oxford Morris Street Main Waterline pipe lined from 
the inside securing the main water resource for the historic 
district into the future. 

2023 Oxford Coastal Resilience Shoreline Enhancement and 
Stormwater Construction with funding from MD DNR Coast 
Resilience Program, National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
through the National Wildlife Federation, MD DNR Chesapeake 
and Coastal Services, and MD Department of the Environment 
Flood Management Grant Program.  

2023 Oxford Design Build Flood Remediation Project 
utilizing ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds – South 
Morris St and East and West Pier Street, 
Stewart/Norton/Mill and Bank/Market at Tilghman Street.

2023 Oxford 2100 – Strategic Vision of Oxford living with 
Sea Level Rise funding from MD DNR Chesapeake and 
Coastal Services. 

2022 Oxford Community Resilience Committee was 
formed to act as ‘keepers’ of the light to carry the 
knowledge gained in studies and projects  into the future. 

2023 Oxford Water Improvement Project - comprehensive 
upgrade to the drinking water system to provide a stable 
utility and identify any future needs. 
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building resiliene into development, while 
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Zoning Codes
- “ALL” new and improved 

structures should be built to the 
Flood Protection Elevation to assure 

resilience to future tidal events. 

Resilient Shorelines
- Continue natural stabilization of 
the shorelines for both public and 

private waterfronts.

Stormwater/Tidal Water Management
- Seek funding to complete

infrastructure improvements as designed. 

Oxford Water Improvements
- Completed identified projects in Phase 1 

and determine Phase 2 needs. 

OXFORD 2100 
REPORT & TIMELINE 

will allow for 
development of a  
100-year Capital 

Improvement Plan- 
allowing the town to 

determine when 
funding will be need 
to meet future sea 

level. 

Currently seeking federal funding to 
develop Oxford specific information: 
OXFORD’S BUILDING CAPACITY FOR 
SEA LEVEL RISE ADAPTION ON THE 
EASTERN SHORE

Continue to request collaboration with  
MD Department of Transportation to 
prioritize design for a future 
“Causeway” solution in order to  
address sea level rise.

2022 Oxford Community Resilience Committee was 
formed to act as ‘keepers’ of the light to carry the 
knowledge into the future. Community Resilience Committee

The next five years… 



This presentation will be placed on the Town website. 

Q & A on any topic of interest. 
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