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Aerial image of the Town of Oxford surrounded by the Tred Avon River & Town Creek.

Background & Purpose of the Oxford 2100 A Strategic Vision

 The Town of Oxford, MD is a historic port community in Talbot 
County, located on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. The town sits at the 
mouth of the Tred Avon River, at the con  uence of the Tred Avon and 
Choptank Rivers, and is comprised of a northern and southern peninsula. 
The northern peninsula is surrounded by the Tred Avon River to the 
west and north and Town Creek to the south. The southern peninsula 
is surrounded by the Tred Avon River to the west, the Choptank River 
to the south, and Boone Creek to the east. The Town lies generally 
below elevation 10’ and, as a result, currently suffers from nuisance 
 ooding from both “sunny day” tidal events and routine precipitation 

events. It is anticipated that  ooding conditions will increase in severity 
and frequency from rising sea levels and precipitation events with 
increasing intensity resulting from a changing climate. While steps and 
planning are currently underway to address nuisance  ooding, the Town 
understands there is a need to develop a long-range vision to address 
major  ooding. This includes dif  cult conversations on the necessary 
adaptations in the light of climate change and predicted sea level rise. 
The purpose of this study is to consider the climate related impacts of 
changes in precipitation patterns and sea level rise as they relate to the 
built environment and the ability to maintain the port Town of Oxford 
as a thriving, liveable community over the next 100 years, utilizing the 
University of Maryland student project boards as a starting point to craft 
the  nal Vision.

 This project provides the community with a visual interpretation 
of a possible interpretation for Oxford in the year 2100. The  nal report 
includes the identi  cation of potential climate mitigation strategies, public 
and private infrastructure adaptations, and several approaches and 
alternatives necessary to achieve this goal. The  nal report will serve as 
a guiding document for the Town and its leaders into the future towards 
the year 2100. It is intended to be reviewed periodically, addressed as 
the landscape and engineering technologies change, and updated to 
keep pace with the current state of sea level rise and localized  ooding. 
It is recommended that a 100-year capital improvement program be 
crafted from the guidance herein, identifying priority areas and the 
tougher hurdles that will need to be overcome for success.

 Oxford will successfully embrace climate change, speci  cally 
sea level rise, with thoughtful consideration, extensive planning, and 
aggressive adaptation. Learning to live with the water will be key for the 
future.
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Fig. IV.A.1 Existing 
Municipal Boundary and 

Topography of Oxford, 
MD.

Oxford 2023 Aerial Overlay
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Fig. IV.B.3 
Inundation at elevation 
4.0’ due to sea level 
rise or storm surge for 
Oxford, MD.

4 Feet Sea Level Rise 
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Town Limits

Fig. IV.B.4
Inundation at 

elevation 6.0’ due to 
sea level rise or storm 
surge for Oxford, MD.

6 Feet Sea Level Rise 
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Fig. IV.C.1
FEMA Flood Zone 
Map for Oxford, MD.

FEMA Map #1
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Fig. IV.C.2
FEMA Flood Zone 

Map for Oxford, MD.

FEMA Map #2
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Masterplan Locations



Integrated Seawalls with Elevated 
Boatyards, Floating Marinas & 
Restaurants, & Ferry Landing

Integrated Seawalls with Elevated 
Boatyards & Floating Work Sheds, 
Marinas, & Restaurants

Shoreline Protection

Floating Homes with Elevated 
Boardwalks & Roads

Elevated Causeway-Bridge

Elevated Walkways, 
Boardwalks, & Lookouts

Shoreline Protection

Shoreline Protection
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Masterplan Strategies
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North Morris Town Creek Boathouse Seawalls & Shoreline Protection
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View of North Morris Town Creek Point

Dunes

Tred Avon River North Morris Town Creek

Breakwaters Elevated Homes along 
Existing Street

Sunken Garden Seawall Boathouse with 
Terrace

North Morris Town Creek Boathouse Seawalls & Shoreline Protection
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North Morris Town Creek Residential Seawalls
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View of North Morris Town Creek 
Protected Residences

Garden Terrace 
Overlook

Sunken Garden SeawallElevated Homes along 
Existing Street

North Morris Town Creek

North Morris Town Creek Residential Seawalls
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Boatyards, Marinas, Floating Restaurants, & Ferry Landings as Seawall Prectections
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View of Boatyard

Seawall Elevated Boatyard Floating Shed, Restaurant,
or Ferry Landing

Elevated Structure along 
Existing Street

Boatyards, Marinas, Floating Restaurants, & Ferry Landings as Seawall Prectections
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Floating Homes & Elevated Causeways & Streets
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View of the Elevated Causeway-Bridge

Floating Home Elevated Boardwalk 
along South Morris

Elevated Street 
& Infrastructure

Floating Garden BoathouseElevated Causeway-Bridge 
with Systems

Floating Homes & Elevated Causeways & Streets
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Shoreline Protection
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View of The Strand

Breakwaters Dunes Existing Street

Shoreline Protection
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View of TAYC Beach & Public Overlook

Shoreline Protection
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View of South Morris Beach

View of Bachelor’s Point & NOAA Lab Estuary

Shoreline Protection
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Canals, Wetlands, & Park
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View of NOAA Lab & Water QualityQ y
Monitoring Stationg
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VView of Rails to Trails Path
Public Works, beyond Recreation Center, beyond Exxpppppppppppppppaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnndddddddddddddddddddddddddeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeddddddddd CCCCCCCCCCCCCaaaannnnnnaaaaalllllllll SSSSSSSysssttttteeeeeemmm

Canals, Wetlands, & Park
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Resiliency Enhancement Timeline - Immediate Term
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Resiliency Enhancement Timeline - Immediate Term

Grayed Areas = Research & Development  |  Colored Areas = Implementation of Shoreline Resiliency & Resiliency Projects
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Resiliency Enhancement Timeline - Short Term
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Resiliency Enhancement Timeline - Short Term

Grayed Areas = Research & Development  |  Colored Areas = Implementation of Shoreline Resiliency & Resiliency Projects
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Resiliency Enhancement Timeline - Mid Term
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Resiliency Enhancement Timeline - Mid Term

Grayed Areas = Research & Development  |  Colored Areas = Implementation of Shoreline Resiliency & Resiliency Projects
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Resiliency Enhancement Timeline - Long Term
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Resiliency Enhancement Timeline - Long Term

Grayed Areas = Research & Development  |  Colored Areas = Implementation of Shoreline Resiliency & Resiliency Projects




