
COMMISSIONERS OF OXFORD 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

October 10, 2023 
 

The Commissioners Meeting was held in the Oxford Commissioners meeting room on Tuesday, October 10, 2023.  

PRESENT 

Attending the meeting were Commission President Tom Costigan, Commissioner Susan Delean-Botkin, 
Commissioner Katrina Greer, Police Chief Eric Kellner, Public Works WW Supervisor Matt Ozman, Town Manager 
Cheryl Lewis, and Attorney Lyndsey Ryan, with Planner Maria Brophy attending virtually. Approximately 55 people 
were in attendance and approximately 50 virtually. 

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Commissioner Greer motioned to approve the minutes of September 26, 2023 as distributed, Commissioner 
Delean-Botkin seconded the motion, all were in favor, and the motion carried. 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

Supervisor Matt Ozman provided his report. Public works is working on taking down purple lights around town 
and they will be down by end of the week. They have started back painting hydrants around town, as a 
temperature around 70 – 80 degrees with low humidity is needed to be able to use this type of epoxy paint. Public 
works has been working on Preventative maintenance around the wastewater plant, this includes replacing 
chemical pump suction tubes, greasing of equipment, also checking and changing oils in all equipment. There have 
been multiple equipment breakdowns over the past two weeks, including the mini excavator with a dead battery, 
the backhoe blew a hydraulic line, and the Vermeer Vac-Tron had a bad battery and broken drive belt. Employees 
have since repaired all equipment and all have been placed back into service. Leaf pickup starts Wednesday 
October the 11th and this will continue until December the 20th, after which it goes back to the regular schedule 
for brush on the second and last Tuesday of every month. 

POLICE REPORT 

Chief Kellner provided the report of calls for the prior period, attached here. Kellner reported the speed trailer 
was set at E. Strand and Norton Street to address speed complaints from Sept. 26 to Oct. 8, with a total of 2085 
vehicles registered, 18 traveling between 26-30 mph, and 1 vehicle at 30 mph.  Session 2 of the Citizen’s Police 
Academy was held on 10/9/23, with Talbot DES provided CPR and Stop the Bleed training, and the Health Dept 
provided Narcan Training. The next session is October 23rd. Kellner completed Administrator training – Sept. 25 to 
Sept 29, 2023. Coffee with a Cop is scheduled for October 26th at 9 am, and are held quarterly. Kellner noted there 
would be active shooter training taking place of the Coast Guard facility this week and citizens may note a little 
more activity on the facility than they would normally see.   
 

FIRE COMPANY 

Tim Kearns gave an update from the Fire Company: one medical and three fire calls over the last period. Pancake 
Breakfasted hosted 120 attendees. The boat committee continues testing and is working on the graphics. There 
will be a county wide tanker task force drill next week. He noted the new boat will have its own pump. Members 
will be taking CPR next week and will be attending an electric vehicle drill at the end of the month. The company 
will be participating in the November 8th Emergency Preparedness event at the OCC.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

President Costigan noted that many comments had been received supporting the existing 1996 Financial 
Investment Policy and the desire to keep it in place rather than consider the prepared updated version, stating 
the 1996 version it is not perfect but could be utilized. Commissioner Delean-Botkin noted the Talbot County had 



updated their policy with small changes in 2020 and questioned should the Commissioners consider looking at 
that to see if there is anything that the town needs to bring up to date. Costigan stated that for now the plan is to 
continue with what is in place and if something comes down the road it can be reviewed.    

Costigan noted that a Public Hearing is scheduled for October 24, 2023 at the regular 6 pm meeting on the 
following: Resolution 2310 Charter Amendment – Deadline for Filing a Certificate of Nomination, Resolution 2311 
Charter Amendment – Establishing Provisions Applicable to All Town Elections, Resolution 2312 Charter 
Amendment – Clarifying Provisions Related to Special Election for Vacancies. 

NEW BUSINESS         

In reference to the Budget and Finance Committee resolution proposed by Commissioner Greer, Costigan 
proposed that the Commissioners hold a workshop to be able to review the document in more detail. A workshop 
was scheduled for October 19, 2023 at 5 pm. Commissioner Greer stated that she had received 50 letters in favor 
of the committee as proposed and 1 that was critical and she felt the need to review the details of her proposed 
resolution. Commissioner Delean-Botkin expressed a desire to first determine if in fact a committee was even 
necessary, stating that she has yet to find a similar committee in any other jurisdiction. Costigan stated the 
Commissioners first needed to define what this proposed committee is and then determine if it is necessary. 
Discussion will continue at the workshop as scheduled.   

LETTERS AND REQUEST       A thank you letter was received from the Oxford Museum in appreciation of the town’s 
annual support to that operating fund.  

ATTORNEY 

Attorney Ryan provided an update to Resolution 2310, as previously introduced, to better align language with an 
amendment adopted during Covid to allowing for the postponement of an election in the event of a catastrophic 
emergency. The change she is proposing to Resolution 2310 is adding an additional sentence to be reflective of 
the current language adopted in 2020, but she emphasized the revision does not change the substantive nature 
of Resolution 2310, which was to address election notices, changing it from 2 weeks to 14 days, allowing special 
provisions for notice of a special election, and changing the date for filing for candidacy from the third Monday in 
May to 30 days prior, as previously discussed.  

TOWN MANAGER 

Lewis noted that following an issue with static on a few of the microphones at the last meeting, several of the 
microphones had been replaced and the equipment seems to be working fine. She also stated that, although there 
was static, it was still possible to listen to the prior meeting as posted online. Lewis requested a closed session for 
a personnel matter and legal advice following the meeting.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Leaf Pickup starts Wednesday October 11 through December 12, 2023; Halloween Trunk or Treat October 31, 
2023 6 pm – 8 pm; Emergency Preparedness Program at the OCC on November 8, 2023 at 5 pm. Oxford Auxiliary 
Rummage Sale on October 28, 2023, accepting donations on the 27th; Horn Point is holding an open house on 
October 15, 2023.   

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Commissioner Greer stated she was pleased to see people attending and engaging with their town.   

Commissioner Delean-Botkin agreed with participation and is looking forward to the upcoming fall season 
activities, including the upcoming Naval Academy concert to be held at Holy Trinity on October 15, 2023. 

President Costigan noted that he attended the quarterly Town/County meeting on October 3, 2023 where Preston 
Pepper, director of Talbot County Parks and Recreation, provided a presentation on their plans to finish Oxford 
Conservation Park, transforming the current farm land into a meadow. Pepper has been invited to a future town 
meeting to provide more details. Costigan provided an update on the Poplar Hill development, stating that it 
appears to have been downsized from 450 residential/commercial units to 119 residential units, acknowledging 



the outcome was reflective of those who made their voices heard. Captain Judy Bixler will be providing a talk on 
the history of the ferry at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum on October 23, 2023. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

A letter was received from Jan Greer regarding finances. A letter was submitted by Nick Papson, along with a 
petition from citizens, requesting consideration of landscape improvements at the Public Works facility. 
Discussion regarding possible solutions followed and Costigan suggested the group bring plan to the town for 
consideration. A letter regarding finances was received from Kelly Greenhawk. It was noted that there had been 
several other letters received regarding finance and investment, all of which would be attached to the minutes. 
Comments from the public were received regarding upcoming events and fundraisers, the proposed Budget and 
Finance Committee, and the status of the website domain change.  

With no further business, Commissioner Delean-Botkin motioned to adjourn into a closed session for a personnel 
matter, legal advice, and to review prior closed session minutes, Commissioner Greer seconded the motion, all 
were in favor, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:01 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Cheryl Lewis, Town Manager 

 

Commissioner Meetings are now live streaming and are archived on townhallstreams.com. 

 



 

Telephone: 410-226-5650                         Fax: 410-226-0567       email: oxfordpd@goeaston.net 

Oxford Police Department 

101 Market Street 

P.O. Box 339 

Oxford, Maryland 21654 

“Maryland’s First Port” 

Eric M. Kellner, Chief of Police 

Reporting Period: 9/26/23 – 10/9/23 

 
REPORTS RP YTD  ARRESTS RP YTD 

Theft 0 7  Drug Arrests 0 0 

Animal Complaint 0 3  DUI Arrests 0 0 

Harassment 0 3  On-View Arrests 0 0 

Fraud / ID Theft 0 3  Warrant Arrests 0 1 

Assault 0 1  Criminal Summons 0 1 

Domestic 0 2  Juvenile Referrals 0 1 

Accident Report 0 4  Other Arrests 0 0 

Suspicious Conditions 0 6  Total Arrests 0 3 

Found/Lost Property  3 24     

Other 2 8     

Total Reports 5 61     

CALLS FOR SERVICE RP YTD  COMMUNITY POLICING RP YTD 

Alarm 1 18  Property Checks 81 1242 

Animal Complaints 2 29  Special Events 0 21 

Check Welfare 2 6  Foot Patrol 8 84 

Suspicious Condition 0 12  Bike Patrol 1 31 

911 – Hang-up 0 2     

Trespassing 1 8  ASSISTS RP YTD 

Liquor Law Violation 0 1  Other PD 1 8 

Noise Complaint 0 1  Fire/EMS 0 29 

Parking Violation 1 20  Other Agency 0 0 

Suspicious Person 0 8     

Suspicious Vehicle 0 7  ENFORCEMENT RP YTD 

Verbal Dispute 0 3  Parking Citations 0 30 

Found Property 3 24  Traffic Stops 5 158 

Motor Vehicle Collision 0 8  Traffic Citations 0 3 

Traffic Complaint 0 14  Traffic / Parking Warnings 5 165 

Harassment 0 3  PC Searches 0 0 

Rogue and Vagabond 0 4  Criminal Citations 0 0 

Misc. Calls 3 49  Civil Citations 0 0 

Total Calls 13 240     

TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS RP YTD  TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS RP YTD 

Speeding 4 117  Cell Phone Violation 1 6 

Stop Sign        0 21  Other Violation 0 14 

Driving w/o License 0 2  Equipment Violation 0 5 

 
































